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T Treatiſes of, this nature, few as | 
gi they: are, are generally diſusd and | 
A epretiated, of late Tegrs, even among * 
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a4 to de- 


 ahpays the ſame invariably, and witb | 
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The PRE FACE. 


and thoſe 


® * 


cite Directions 8 to their Charch-State i, ” Le 
chi, nfl #6, ad fe ef 

es e very Ends and Deſiyu 
3 hb Ain in the World | 2 oo 
25 Ba of the Church's . vere are the . 

6 al Apes) and thoſe Rules or Laws, . 5 
hen r 
N Reſbrichion or. Aer, 42 þ op a find, a 
Sarnioulur Faces, Times, or Perſons, we t 
per ue Te D, fel per, v Atem ir veaſonab 70 . 
The ſaid Rules were merely Temporary, or RD one 
v upon one or tuo Generations.” 


0 


j 


T 


« 


AND let. any Man weigh in bi impartial Conſide= 
ratiam and. diligently trace the Tanga of thoſe Rules 
and- Laws about Churches that are to he found i in the. 
New Teſtament ; and ſo the Nature and Conſequences 
of the Uſe pr Ne leer of *em, and be will ſee bees: | 
e doubt not, why they ſhould be in Full Force in the 
Churches, 434 as Binding as ever; Was it becauſe 
Gob loves Righzeouſmeſs, and Holineſs zand Order in R 
urebes as much as ewer, and thoſe Ruler ure ut greatly | 
pr for that Good and Gloriows End as ever #e were. 


23 * 


AND from the. Diſuſe and Plato of theſe plain 
— Np ts e „ee Hu own 
2, Bath deliver d us, di not Er | 
and eſtabliſh irſelf in the World, in eo oo 
Vemenlous Branches? Ste their endleſs Superſtitions, 
their wretched Modes of L <A „ of Ms mane In 
vention, their Swarms ligious (Irreligious) 4 Or- 
ders ( the Infamy of . the Lew 25 Name, hy. the Bane 
of Nations) and that Sho Power over the wery 
Rodies and Souls of Men, that they are every-where 
Claiming and Uſurping Anil hence had they ull their 
Riſe, Ak vom Wy $55 wh, Vi _ "theſe Rules of 
Stier And indeed, roteltants c. 
a them, * * "ety Carruprons, H "but we hi. 
W 5 5 5 
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AN ave not the Meameſſes and Deformities, the 
* 88 " Yu” has. is | 1 
Innovations and Offences, that abound in other Societies _ 
call d Chriſtian, and which are the Matter of frequent 

Remonſtrances, owing to the very ſame Principle? -/ 


70 the Neglect or Abuſe of thoſe Divine Rules for 
the Houſe ond Wei ot Began pr 
juſtly impute the lamentable Diſorders and Animoſities 

of late Years, bappen d in ſeveral Diſſenting Congrega- 
tions ? Mbat Impoſitions complain d of, eſpecially in 

the Choice of Miniſters ! What Oppreſſions 0 Violdtms 15 

of « Liberties both Cui and Religious! And u th u 

Matter f no Importance in ow Holy Religion, an 
10 the Churches of CHRIST? Or are the * and 

ſeparating Parties always in the Wrong ? Or can 
there be no ſuch Þnpoſitions, &c. as will juſtify a Se- 
poration ® Or can we | ſay, with. Truth, that theſe. 
| Impoſitions, and diſorderly Fractices are not prabiiced, 

at any Time, notwithſtanding all thoſe 3 , in 
e our Diſſeming Congregations? Mod to GoD 
I could ſay ſo: But we apprebend that we have bad 
ſome late Separations among us plainly in Vindi- 
cation of the known and undoubted Rights of eve- 
ry Man and every Chriſtian. © 


AND as Fernicious as the Violation of thoſe Laws 
of 'CurigT'® to the Churches of CHRIST of every 

Denomination : So Advantageous and Honourable is @ 
ſerious Regard and Obſervation f them, Hence Race 
truly Chriſtian among the Churches, the Beauty of Or-- _ 
der, and Bands of Strength, that Proto-Primitive 
Simplicity in Morſuip and Diſcipline that is not tothe 
recover d, 'we'think, nor to be kept up or maintuin ds: 
n 1695" ne 
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The PREFACE. 


To.us in Holy Writ. This being the. only one af. 
ſignable, 7555 as Proreſtants „ we can pretend to; 

and we think, the onely one, that hath the Broad-. | 
Seal of Heaven to it, of a r. Divine e * 
J imtitled to the . Ble 51 | 4 


ON E Word as 70 that . Objeliie, 6 2 1 
common in the Mouths of ſo many Profeſſors, viz. 
That the © Knowledge and Practice of theſe Points are 
not neceſſar Fi yy Salvation. We acknowledge, 
that takin ſe Words in the moſs. 2 ourable Senſe 
they can Nr > there 195 a TE ruth in 1 Ob. 
A. 5 Su, 


_ BUT if 30 Truths and Davies, are Mar OP 
Divine Revelation, expreſely e and Nas a 'd * 
in the Sacred ä * W 


"AND if they rear conduce N 1 in Fe th . 
Nature, and 8. e Inſtitution of Go p, to our Ho- 
fieiency in _ „ 4 Wen yt and. rege. 


i, 2 


iS alſo to ne Reputation gd: b—S, of the Fs 
ligion of CHRIsT, which we Proteſtants pretend to 
practice in its native Hrrity without _ 1 2. 
or ie, A Bb ades Der. 955 


AND to the laſting Haw. Order, , 3 0 ae 
true Proſperity of CuRIsT's Churches, and ſo tothe 
Glory of So p, and the e 7 the Re DEEM». 
* 8 Cauſe and Were. 1 R 


| - THESE a are ſufficient 1 We 3 10 bade 
5 powerfub Motives with every ſincere "Follower of 
_ Canisr, 0 engage himſelf i in the Study and Tra- 
dice of thoſe . Truths and Duties, whether they are 
e and abſolutely * fo Salwarien or not, 

Fe 
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For the Glory of GO D in CuyrisT (we all ac- 
knowledge) our higheſt and ultimate End, ſim- 
3 ply 8 in its 0wn Nature, , and of ' preater 
Importance than our own Salvation conſider d ab- 
„„ 30S T2 99% rt Tag 


HAT ſhould e reduce our Religion to, our 
Knowledge, our Faith, and our Practice, if we were 
reſolv d to proceed no farther in either but preciſe- 

y to that Number of Truths, and juſt to that De- 
gree of Belief and Practice of them, that muſt Needs 
Be at all Times, and in all Perſons, Infallibly 
neceſſary to Salvation? ?; 


WE conceive therefore, That ſuch an Object ion 
as this is little becoming the Mouth of a Chri- 
ftian. e DE 
> 3 p 

WE might here alſo take Notice of the Erro- 


| neous and Wild Inferences of a late noted Writer * 
(deſervedly Famous, for the Clearneſs of his Reaſon- 


ing in ſeme Parts of bu Book; but”) where be, 


| ſpeaking i of - the* Inſtitutions, Offices and Officers of 

the Church of CHRIST, makes no Difference be- 

| teen the Morality of the Ad, in which all Men 

| are oblig d, and the 1 Sanction of CHRIST 

; in niakinp. it a Stated and Fublick Ordinance, and 
deſcribing and determining tbe Qualiſications of the 

| Perſong to whom the Diſcharge of that Office and Or- 


| dinanas is peculiarly and expreſs appropriated. 
\ _ BUT they that ſhall peruſe the following Treatiſe, 
| will find That, and many other the moſt prevailing 


Sophiſms of tbe Day, (with which weak Minds are 


| ſo (ſoon infected) ſet in a' clear and familiar Light, " 
and their Fallacy Detected. 1 

, Os re EN. THAT 

in * — | | mo = — — — 
mn of he Ste Church 


> LN 


| 4 4 hi 
Nation; and that Grace 2 50%, may 4 a 
_ in the midſt of Hu Charches „ K, We bope, aur er- 
neſt Prayer, and our main Scope in H. ain 
this 8 — (but n trformance) f into the 
Wor - | [RJ | N . Ln: te Hh 
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By the Suffrage and Approbation o 

Mriniſters, Officers, and Members of 

|  veral Congregational Shurches met ro 
Sutton in Nortingbamhive, April 19, 77 
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Anſwer. | r 


THAT & the Churth oh 25 I 
877 Teſtament? 2 i 


© Vw Anſw. The Church 5 Gn 
b a Myſtical Body, whereof 
CHRIST is the Head. 
Ds: The Church is here deſcrib'd by 
Four Arguments. ff. * the Genw or Kin 
it is a Myſtical Body. 24%, By the Subj - of 
it, that 4 the Head, the ee, ts. 


| 75 y, A Form and Effence by which it is a 


hurch: There may be a Company of Saints 
which have Curisr for their Head, and yer 


want Fellowſhip. Now that which makes them. 
4 Church, an diſtinguiſhes them from other 


Churches, is this, uniting into one Congrega- 
tion, by holy Covenant ; The Form giveth 


Eſſence and Diſtinction. All Churches have 


Currsr for their Head, and are Saints by 


Calling; ; but that Which makes us differ, and 
B makes 


Set down by way of Ruſton and 


10 Church Order explam'd © 
makes us to be this Church, is this Covenant 
which we have made with Gop, to ſubmit our 
ſelves to Gop's Ordinance in this Company; 
this giveth the Life and Being to a particular 
Church. 4thly, The End why we are thus uni- 
ted and knit together, and that is, to worſhip 
God, and that concerneth God : Another con- 
cerneth us, That He may bleſs us, and we 
may edify one another in all his holy Ordt- 
nances: This is the Nature of a Church. 


I. For the firſt, The Church is a Body: That 
is the, proper Kind of the Church; to ſay a 
Company or Number, is too general a Word; 

but it is a Body that we are in, knit together 
In one Kind of Imployment, which every Com- 
pany is not fit to do. The Church is a Body, 
Eph. i. 22. The Church is CRHRIST's Body, Eph. 
v. 23. CHRIST is the Head of his Church, He 
Saviour of his Body, Rom. Xii. 4. 1. Cor. Xi. 27 
28. Now this Word Body doth imply in it 
Io Things which concur to the Nature of 
A / 3 ag $15.55 ͤ | 
a; 4 Body conſiſts of variety of Members of 
ſeveral Offices and Uſes, but: ſufficient to ſerve 
to the Subſiſtence of the whole Perſon. There 
Is no living Body but conſiſts of variety of 
Members; ſo it is with the Church, 1 Cor. xii. 
14, to 20. the Members have ſeveral Offices, 
Rom. xii. 5, 6. every Member hath his different 
Gift, and by the Uſe of them they are able to 
miniſter Supply to the. whole Body.  _ 

_ 2dly, A Body doth not imply only this, but 
a fit Communion and Combination of theſe 
Members together, they are joyn'd together in 

Order, Eph. iv. 15, 16. Therefore a Church is 
of ſuch Members that. can fitly joyn and be 
joyn'd, whoſe Spirits can well cloſe and make 
tweet Conſort, yea, can better ſute with thoſe 
„ 5 5 | eee . of 
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of their Body ches with andther, Col. ii. 19. 

The Body is knit by Joynts and Bands; for ſo 
the Church is compacted together in a ge ; 
cee Frame with e, and Bands. 


* 


Queſt. What are thok © Faynts and Bands He Saks 1 


| Members ſo knit together” and firmly jepmd, that you | 
may as well break a Bone in "the wiaſt, as break them 2. 


. 7 


 Anſw. The Body is reat, Cun 181 is the 
Head, therefore the ands muſt be ſuch as 


knit us to Him, and one to another, Eph. iv. 4, 


Fd cre the Apoltle tells you- what they be. 
„One Body, one Spirit with Carisr, and 
45 beit one with another: Not only that we 
have all a Spirit of Grace, of Faith and Love, 
for ſo have all the true Members of every Church; 
but a natural Diſpoſition of Heart that may fitly 


joyn together as much as may be, and this 
4 makes them one Body. 


Secondly, One Faith, by which we all lock to 
Sutz for Grace to perform our Duties, and 
or Acceptance of them; this Faith knits to 


Cunts r, and alſo knits us together. 


Tbirdly, One Love, which is the Bond of per- 
fection, Col. ii. 14. ſome more Love which Gop 
calleth me to bear to the Members of my own 
Body, than the Members of another. 
 Fourthly, One Covenant, and the Seals con- 
firming that Covenant, 1 Cor. x. 17. We are one 
Bread; one Bread combines us more to one 
Body, and ſo doth Baptiſm, x Cor. xii. 13. As for 
that Covenant which made a Gentile when he 


came on to Grace, to partake with the HMraelite- 
in the Ordinance of Goo , It was entring into 


Covenant, and having a Place in Gop's Houſe, 
Ta. vi. 45 6 „ 7. But now I ſp eak only of the 
Covenant, x as that which makes them one . 


ie 


12 Church-Order explain'd 
895 but more of them when I come to the formal 
Faxt oi c r...... 
But this is not all; for the Apoſtle ſaith, we 
are knit by Joynts, not in Joynts: The * 
knits, and Faith knits; But what makes them 
fall into Joynts? This is done by mutual Sub- 
miſſion. What makes the Thigh fall into the 
Knee? There is an Hollow in the Knee, into 
which the Thigh ſhoots itſelf, and is there joyn'd. 
That which joyns us together in a Church, is 
Submiſſion, Eph. v. 3x. They that cannot well 
ſubmit to one another, are not well joyn'd; 
ſo the Bands of the Church muſt be whole, of 
one Spirit, of one Faith, c. Thus you ſee a 
Body muſt be joyn'd together by Bands and 
Joynts, that they may cloſe one with another, 
and can fall down and yield one to another, 
either in Admonition or Reproof. 8 
za. The third Thing in a Body, is the mi- 
niſtring of mutual Help and Supply from one 
Member to another, for the Health and Growth 
of the Body, ſo that we cannot be withour one, 
1 Cor. Xii. 21, 22, 23. You will ſay, Hath Chriſt 
need of us? Yea; for He is the Head of the 
Body; and if He will be a King, He muſt have 
his dubjects; for this is the Glory of a King, 
and ſerveth much to his Supply. Tho! Carre? 
would be happy without us; yet if He will be 
the Head of the Church, as every Member re- 
ceiveth ſomething from him, ſo it adds ſome- 
thing to him, to the Beauty of the Body: 155 | 
1. 23. The Church is the .Fulneſs of him that filleth 
All in All. CHRIS r were empty were it not for 
the Church, as the Head without. the Body. 
When you have a Church, then you have a full 
Saviour and Advocate; the Church fills up his 
Myſtical Body, his Divine and Human Nature 
need it not, but the Myitical Body needs it: There- 
tore the Apoſtle calleth the Church CAR IST, 


be- 


l In 4 way of Catechiſm, | 73 * 


becauſe Cunisr and the Church are one Body,” = 
Ir. xii. 12. CHRIS IT is pleasd to fay, He 
ſtands in need of us, yea, of his pooreſt Ser- 
vants to receive Grace from him, and that He 
may pour it out upon them: as a Woman with 
full Breaſts ſtands in need of a Child to ſuck 
them; ſo CHRIS x is ſo full of Grace and Com- 
fort, that if He have not his weak Ones to ſuck 
Grace from him, his Bowels ake within him; 
therefore He call d to the Weak and Thirſty, 
Matth. xi. 28. Ja. lv. 1, 2. Of bs Fulneſs we receive 
Grace for Grace: As the Head thus communicates 
to . and the Body adds to the Head, 
ſo every Member adds Supply one towards an- 
ther. We can want no kindly Member of the 
Body, but the Body will be ſenſible of it; Epb. 
v. 16. every Part hath ſome Meafure of Spiri- 
tual Life, and ſo they can be helpful and uſe- 
ful one to another, and thereby they grow up 
according to the Increaſe of GOP, Cl. ii. 19. 
One Member of the Body derives Nouriſhment 
from another, till it comes to ,the loweſt Mem- 
ber of all: So the Members of CHRISH draw 
Grace from him, till it ſtretcheth to the loweſt, 
the loweſt Servant, the loweſt Skirt of his Gar- 
ment. This is the third Thing in a Body, the 
Members of it ſafeguard and preſerve that Bo- 
dy. And thus youſee why the Church is call'd 
a Body. The Church is not only a Body, but 
a Myſtical Body, Eph. v. 32. It is not the Na- 
tural bur Myſtical Body of CHRIST, CHRIST is 
ſuch a Body as is ſecretly knit to him by one 
Spirit. The js 4 great Myſtery, ſaith the Apoſtle; 
Firſt, That the Church ſhould be fram'd out of 
the Side of CRRTSTH, as Eve out of Adam's Bone; 
for ſuch is the Church, ſo is his Compariſon. 
All that have been brought home to CHRIST, 
have been brought | home by the Preaching of 
 Caxisr and his Death. 24h. The n of a 
\ 2 ag th Eff 1 + 4 "rs x a — an's 
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Man's Father and Mother, and all outward” 
Comforts, to cleave to CHRIST ; this is a great 
Myſtery. ö 055 They ſnhould be one Fleſh 5 an: 
Union with Cxz1sT is a great Myſtery : There” 
is a Shadow of it in Civil Marriage, but it is a 
=_ Myſtery ; For this Body is a Spiritual 


II. Now to the Subject of this Church: Firſt, 
Cnxis r is the Head of it, Epb. v. 23. and i. 22. 
n, CST; WAE 4 
= I. In regard of Eminency of Place therein : 


He is above all the Members in Place and 
„ ͤ Tb 
2. As the Body receives from the Head Mo- 
tion, Senſe, and reaſonable Life; ſo have we 
all our Spiritual Life and Motion, all our Grace 
from 'Caurisr.:as our Head: > i it i595 
3. As the Head guides the Body which Way 
it pleaſeth, and the Body is ready at its Com- 
mand; ſo every Member of the Body of Cxzrsr 
is ready to move or go at his Appointment and 
Command. ee ee 0, HER $9 
. Secondly, The Members be Saints, 1 Cor. 1: 2. 
Col, i. 2. Atts ii. 47. ſuch as ſhall be ay And 
the Reaſon is, becauſe it is meet the Head and 
the Body ſhould be proportionable: What Pro- 
protion is there between a Leaden Heel and 
Golden Head? E Me rea Wi ig ote gf 
Uſe 1. It the Church of Chriſt be. a Body, 
then it is neceſſary that in the Body of the 
Church the Members ſhould be of different Gifts 
and Growth: If the whole Body were an Eye, where 
were the Hearing? An hundred Apoſtles could 
not make a Church ſtanding as Apoſtles, 1 Cor. 
Xii. 24,29, The Church muſt be a Body, there 
muſt be ſome Diſtinction, as much as is requi- 
ſite to the being of a Body; an hundred Hands 
will not make à Body, therefore conceive. this 
| OT. | wy WWW neceſſary 


N27 Wwe we * 
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neceſſary to a Church, as alſo how unweildy 
a Work the Fabrick of of a Church is. 
- Uſe. 2. It a Church be a Body, then you fee 
what we ought to be, to be of one Spirit, of 


: 


one Love, to be willing to ſubmit the one to the 
other in the Lord; that we be careful to grow 


up in all win to the mutual Helpfulneſs of 


one another. The Name of a Body is of ſtrong 


Inſtruction to teach us what we ought to be: 


When ſaw you one Member of the Body fall out 


with another? but they are ſenſible of the Joy 


and Grief of each other: therefore be of one 


Spirit, and build up one another in Love. 


ie z. The Name of a Body binds us from 
eaſily 4 one from another: if a Member 
hang by a looſe Skin, it is no trouble to cut it off; 
but if it be faſt on, it will be a great Grief to 
the Body: therefore there ſhould be weighty 
Reaſons for dis jointing one from another. Ma 

not a Man then remove himſelf, or may tlie 
Church keep a Man in the Body, or let him go 
at their pleaſure? I anſwer, Neither of both, 
x Cor. xii. 18. If they be Members, they muſt fee 
that CHRIST diſmiſs them; but if they will fall 
off, it is a ſign they did hang but by a looſe Skin, 
and then the Church will be no great Loſers by 
the Departure of ſuch from them. © 
_.Uſe 4. Is CHRISTH the Head of the Church? 

then the Pope is not the Head of the Church: 
An Headſhip is applied to CRRIS TH; for if the 


Pope be the Head of the Church, then the 


Church is the Body of the Pope, which no Pa- 
piſt durſt ever ſay to this day: Now theſe two 
ſtand relatwe. Princes are ſaid to be the Head 
of the Church, as Saul to be Head of the Tribes, 
that is only in regard of Eminency of Place, 
that they be to fee all the Members of the 
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. Uſe F. Is Cunts> the Head of the Church? 
Then if any Man want Wiſdom, Direction or 
Comfort, where ſhould he have it but in our 
Head? the Head muſt ſupply all to the i 
ber 8. te 
e 6, Allo it keepeth us to be ſubject —— 
CnrrsT; as the Church is to CHRIST her Head; 
when the Head calleth for any thing, make no 
difficulty of it, be willing to be led and gane 
by him. 9 

2 11 7. It is Comſort to every poor Member of 
Onzis T; that ſurely. CRHRISTH cannot but be 
ſenſible of my Eſtate. If CRHRISTH be our Head, 
then the leaſt Toe cannot be trodden on but 
the Head feels it. Acts ix. 4. Saul cannot 
cute a Member of CHRIS T, but he per 1 
ChRIST. I/. lxili. 9. He is merciful to us, and 
* Soul is grieved for the Miſeries that befall 
us, Judges X. 16. 
6 1% 8. If the Members of the Church be Salads, 
then you ſee what manner of Perſons they ought 
to be that offer themſelves to the Church, and 
whom the Church receiveth : They muſt be 
faithful Brethren, ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, ſuch as 
are knit to CHRIS H by one Spirit: and when 
they have given themſelves to Cnklsr then let 
them give themſelves to the Church. To have 
à Golden Head and Wooden Leg 1 is a Dionaur 
to the Head. | 

Uſe 9. If Members be Saints, then you ſee what 
Go D: calleth-us to be. A Saint implies to be ſet 
apart from all unclean · Uſes, they are devoted 
to Gop's Ways, to the building up of his King - 
dom: this God calleth us to be, as to be Mem- 
bers of CHRIST, fo to be Saints, Te 

And now to the Forman Biltkee- 88 tha 
Church; to which alſo belon * the End, as the 
ſubject Matter doth to the the Form 1s 
char which diſtinguiſheth i it from all other Af 
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ſethblies and Churches; for when it is ſaid uni- 


ted into one 1 it diſtinguiſheth it 
from the Church of t 


| e Jews, which was a Na- 
tional Church; from the Catholick Church, 


which never in this World meets in one Con- 
gregation; as alſo from the Dioceſan-Church, 
and Family-Church : That they are knit into ho- 


ty Covenant, diſtinguiſneth one Congregation 
from another; that they meet to worſhip Gop 


in all his holy Ordinances, this diſtinguiſheth 


them from all other Aſſemblies that may be. 
Godly Men may meet in one place for Civil 


Ends. The Church therefore to which G0 


hath given Paſtors and Teachers, is united into 


one Congregation that meets in one place, 1 Cor. 


xIv. 23. and x1. 18, 20. When they come toge- 
ther in one place, then they make up a Church- 
Aſſembly, it muſt be a place of no bigger Com- 
E and Latitude than that all may hear and 
edified, 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 31. To this Church 


u commendeth the Excommunication of the 
Inceſtuous Corinthian, 1 Cor. iii. 4. To a2 
Church that may meet in one place, CHRIST 
biddeth us tell the Church, that is, one Congregati- 
on. The Apoſtle never calls the Chriſtians of 

a whole Nation one Church, but when there 
are many Congregations in a Nation or Coun- 
try, then he terms them many Churches, Gal. 
i. 22. 1 Cor. xvi. 19. Gal. i. 2. therefore he ſtyles 


them Churches, becauſe they meet not all in 
one Place, Rom. xvi. 4. 1 Cor. xiv. 33. He doth 
not call them the Church of the Saints, but the 
Churches, and there is a double Reaſon of it. 
I. It is taken from the Duty that lieth upon 
the Church in the New Teſfament, to take up 
Offences amongſt Brethren, Matth. xviil. 17, 18. 
Tell the Church, faith CRR IST. Now that is 
not a Family-Church ; for what hath one Fami- 
ly to do to judge another? It is not the Ca- 
WIS ä A tholick 
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tholick Church, for they never meet but re- 
preſentatively, and they cannot hear all che 
Offences of private Brethren: Neither Gam it 
1 be a National, Dioceſan or Provincial Church: 
Wo For a whole Nation or Province eannot_ meet 
= for one Brother's Offence : Therefore by the 
b - Church is meant the Congregation that meets 
every Lord Day; and it is eaſy for them tO 
. Hear and heal all the Offences that fall out in 

a Week: To that Church Curisr ſpeaks, What- 

ſoe ver you bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven. 
And from the Silence of Gop in the New Te- 
ftament touching all National Meetings, and 
Provincial and Dioceſan Meetings: For if Gop 
had appointed ſuch a Church, he would have 
appointed National and Provincial Meetings. 
In the Church of the Fews, which was a Na- 
tional Church, they were at the leaſt three 
Times in the Year to meet all together, and 
there were National Offices and Sacrifices to be 
offer'd only at thoſe Times. The High- Prieſt 
Had a peculiar Place; therefore Cyurisr would 
Have appointed National Officers and Meetings, 
and National and Provincial Worſhip, if he had 
appointed ſuch a Church. Some will ſay he 
nath left Primates and Metropolitans, &c. but 
He hath not ſet down the Offices and Duties of 
 fuch Men, there is a deep Silence of all theſe 
Things: Therefore the Church of the New 7e- 
ſtament is a Congregational Church, that may 

- ebb que Back, 5h oe it . 
| Uſe 1. A juſt Refutation of all that Platform 
of Churches that Antichriſt brought into the 
Church, and with the Church came in to 
make way for him: For if the Church be a 
Congregation, it may meet in one place; then 
National, Provincial, and Dioceſan Churches 
are ſuch that the Apoſtles never heard of in 
the New Teſtament, they are therefore the Inyen - 
isi R tions 


8 
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CE 
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ions of Mens Brains. and ſo an Image ſet up, 
and contrary to the ſecond Commandment. It | 
t Wanld be ſaid to us, You are a few ſcat- 
er d Churches, were it not fit to have tranſ- 
endent Officers for Unity ſake to prevent 
Schiſm and Factions? I bes; It was intended 
or that End, but that which was intended for 
he Benefit of the Church, hath brought Con- 
Wentions into the Church, hath made way for 
Ambition and Secular Pomp, for ſhouldring out 
bf Gop's Ordinances and Godly Men. Hath 
Pop therefore appointed no ſuch Things as 
National Churches, National Meetings and 
Vorſhip? Then let us entertain no Thoughts 
pf them. VVV 
Uſe 2. From hence take the Limits of the 
ower ot Church-Officers, how they may pro- 
Peed as far as the Congregation reacheth ; for 
The Church is a Congregation : Therefore from £2 
hence will fall to the Ground Non-Reſidence, 
What one Man ſhould have many Churches un- 
Her him, one in one Country, another} in ano- 
ther Country; ſuch walk beſide the Rule; for if 
op hath ordain'd more Officers to one Church 
han one, and not more Churches to one Officer; 
Shen one Man may have no more but one Church 
under him. The Apoſtle left more Officers in one 
Church than one, Phil. 1. x. with the Biſhops, 
What is, the Paſtors, Teachers and Elders. No 
Paſtor or Teacher, but he is the Paſtor or 
gl cacher. of one Congregation, and no more, 
lets XX. 7, 28. Gop hath many Overſeers to 
dne Flock, not committed many Flocks to 
dne Overſeer; therefore Non-reſidency is ar 
gainſt the Rule of Caurrsr. . 
e 3. Hence ſee the irregular Proceedings of 
ſuch as take upon them Feclefiaſtical Juriſdi- 
tion over many Churches, over a Thouſand 
-Ongregations, over a whole Province or Na- 
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tion, or the whole World, as the Pope doth: 
For Cur 15sT left every Church his own Offi- 
cer to rule the fam. d bir 

ee 4. Alſo this is for Refutation of thoſe 
that think Pariſhes are diſtinguiſh'd; not by Di- 
vine Inſtitution but Human. Indeed that the 
Circuit of ſo much Land ſhall maintain the Mi- 
niſter, and all that live within ſuch a Compaſs 
of Ground ſhall be of ſuch a Congregation; 
this is of Human Invention, againſt the Com- 
mandment of Gop; but this is of Divine Infti- | 
tution, That the Church exceedeth not the 
Bounds of one Congregation, of ſuch a Lati- 
tude that all may hear, and all may be edify d: 
And as for thoſe that are admitted into the 
Church, this is Divine; for tlie Loxp admit- 

teth all into the Church, 1 Cor. xii, 18. they 
willingly offer themſelves to ſubject themſelves 
to the Ordinances of Gop; therefore the 
Church is of Divine Inſtitutio n. 
III. Now the next Thing is, That they are 
joyn'd together in one Congregation by holy 
Covenant. Hrſt, To prove this by Grounds out 
of Scripture, and then by Reaſonns. 

1. The firſt Direction and Inſtitution of a 


Church was by Covenant; the -Iſraelites made a 


Covenant with the LoxD, . and He with them, 
Deut. v. 2. and from that Time they were call'd 
a Church, A#s vii. 38. there they promis d, 
they would do all the Lon p had ſaid, and be 
obedient, Exod. xxiv. - 3 7. There was another 
Covenant made with them, Det. xxix- Iz, Cc. 
this was a Covenant of Grace, as the other was 
of Works, ver. 10, II, 12. The Loxp entred 
into Covenant with them that Day, and with 
their Children: By a Covenant He takes them 
to be his People, and to be their Gop. Some 
f them were in Covenant with Gon before, as 


* 


Moſes, Foſhaa, Arc. but When tliey became a 


National Church, then they made a popular” | 
Covenant with Gor and 8 .ownlſelyes.; and 


there is the fame Reaſon of a National and Con- 
egational Church. The Stranger that would 
be of that Church muſt lay hold of the Covenant 


with them, Iſa. lvi..47. Therefore when Abra- 


ham took Strangers into Fellowſhip with his Fa- 
mily, in which the Church was, they did it by 


| Contederacy wich Him, which is a Covenant, 
Gen. xiy. 13. He would not have done it if they: 


had been Idolaters; that was the Sin of A 
and Feboſaphat, with Abab; therefore when 

took them to War with him, they were confede- 
rate in Religion with him, they muſt come in 


by Covenant; and then my Horſes are _ 
0 


rſes, thy Friends my Friends, and thus a 


ce 


one: Thus all in the Church of Hrael came in by 


Way of Covenant. 4825 
2. The ſecond Ground of Scripture is taken 
from the Reſtitution of a Church when it 1s fal= 


len, and there is the ſame Reaſon of Reſtitution 
as Inſtitution, by the ſame Means it is reſtituted 
as inſtituted: Now: when they had ever fallen 


from God, or had decay d, they entred into a 

new Covenant with Gop, ſo did they in the 

. of 4ſe, 2 Chron. xxiii. 16. ſo did alſo He- 
kiab, 2 Chron. Xxxix. 9, 10. ſo in the Days of Foafb, 


when it had been broken by Foram and Atbaliab, 


2 Chron, Xiii. 16. ſo did Joſiab, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 31, 


32. Thus a Church is reſtor'd to its Purity, 
by renewing of its Covenant, Ezra x. 3,5, 12,19. 
and Nebem. X. 29. They all clave to the Loxp, 


and to their Brethren, with their Nobles ; and 


therefore there was a Regiſter kept of them that 
entred into Covenant, Ia. iv. 3. they — — 
that 


Written, Cc. Hal. Ixxxvii. 6. therefore they ti 
could not ſhew their Father's Houſe in the Ge- 


nealogies, were put out, unleſs they would make 


@ new Coyenant, Exra ii. 5979. 3 The 
6 
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z. The third Ground from Scripture is takes. 


from the Apoſtles Practice in the New Teftament, 
Ads ii. 42. They continued, &c. The Word ſigni- 

fies they joyn'd and-cleav'd together, and this: 

you ſee more plain in Ads v. 13. None durſt 
Lek themſelves, that is, glue themſelves to the 
Church; and it is the ſame Word which Curisr-/ 
uſeth about Man and Wife, Matth. xix. 6, Now. 

' How dorh a Man cleave to his Wife, but by mu- 
tual Covenant? no other Way: That being 
wanting or broken, breaks and diſſolves; that 
being maintair'd and kept, keeps a Church: But 

the Covenant being wanting or broken, breaks 

a Church; therefore the Covenant being made 
and kept, makes and keeps a Church in its In- 
ſtitution. Exel. x. 10, 14. there is a Deſcrip- 
tion of the Breaking of the Church of rael. 
Cunts r had two Staves, and when He had 
broken the firſt, that was his Covenant He had 
made with his People, and they with him, and 

that was the Preſence of CHRIST in his Ordinan- 
ces, which is his Beauty. When you may go and 
hear the Scribes and Phariſees, and he never the 
better, then Cuxrsr is gone; their Souls loath'd 
him, and his Squl loath'd them: But the other 
Staff was afterwards broken Bands, and that 
was the Covenant between Gop's People and 
the Scribes and Phariſees ; and thoſe. that had a 
Name to be of Mrael, and were not true ae 
lites, Gon broke Brotherhood between them: 
He broke it in the Death of S epben and the Per- 
ſecution following, and thereby ſever'd his faith- 
ful People from amongſt them, ſo that they were 
forc'd to leave the Temple and the Worſhip; and 
then they turn d to the Gentiles, Acts xiii. 46. and 
then they ceas'd to be a Church. Now then it 
the breaking of the Covenant break the Church, 
then the making of it conſtitutes a Church; 
break the Covenant with CyrisT, and 08 
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W fake the Foundation of the Church. The poor 
of the Fold began to perceive that CHRIST had 
left them, and yet He ſpeaks not in the Seribes 
and Phariſees, but when He breaks the Brother- 
hood, then the Chureh is quite broken; there- 
fore this being held, held and maintain'd a 
Church together. If this held in the Old Teſta- 
ment, it will in the New, Theſe Things were 


they made no queſtion but that in the New Te- 
; fament the Children ſhould be admitted as the 


Baptiſm of the Infants; but it was clear, that 


ſo plain to the Fews in the Old Teſtament, that 4 | 


if the Fathers and their Seed were then receiy'd 
into the Covenant by the Seal of Circumciſion, 
(ol. ii. 11, 12.) then in the New Teſtament the 
were to be receiv'd by the Seal of Baptiſm; 74 
that in the New Teſtament you read of nothing 
but of the joyning and gluing to the Church; 
and as Man and Wife were joyn'd by Marriage“ 
Covenant, ſo were they joyn d together by E 9 - 
venant in Church-Fellowſhip. Theſe be the 
"Pr from Scripture ; Now to the Rea» 
Reaſon 1. Firſt, It is taken from the Nature 
of a Church, as Gop ſtyles it in Scripture; 
it is call'd the Spouſe and Queen of CHRIST, 
Epb. v. 23, 31, 32. Cant. vi. 8, Now wherein 
& doth a Queen differ from a Concubine? A 
Queen enters into the Bed by Covenant, but 
a Concubine is taken in by Power, as Jacob took 
his Maid. Prov. ii. 17. the Wife is ſaid to for- 
fake the Covenant; therefore if the Church be 
a Spouſe, ſhe muſt enter in by Covenant. Two 
Things go to a Queen-like State. 1. She enters 
in by Covenant. 2. She hath the Keys of the 
Fanuly, and rules the Affairs in it; but a Con- 
cubine hath neither; ſo a true Church hath 
both theſe. She is call'd, The City of the 8. 
Rl | V 


% 


Parents were: Therefore you read little of the” V:; | 


24 Church. Order explain d 


Gow, Heb, xii. 22, Eph, it, 19. the Members of 
the Church are Citizens. Now Citizens enter 
into a Covenant together to keep the Laws and 
maintain the Liberty of the City, therefore the 
Church is a City, muſt enter in by Cove- 
RT: BAS: B95. ],, 

2. From the Power of the Church to call her 
owg Officers. As i. ult. the Church call'd Afat- 
thias, he was numbred, the Word ſignifies by 
common Voice and Suffrage they accepted him, 
evynelengidn, ſo. were the Deacons choſen by 
lifting up of Hands, Ad, yi. 5. the Word 
J Keaizarlo, ſignifies they are choſen by lifting 
up of Hands: Now the Church doth not call 
her Officers to an annual Place but vonſtant, 
Zech. Xi. 17. Deut. xii. 19. They. muſt not for- 
fake the Levite, nor the Levite them; the very 
calling of a Miniſter to the Imployment of the 
Miniſtry is an eſſential Covenant, tho' ſome- 
thing more implicite. An Officer ſhould not 
thruſt himſelf upon a Body, for then he maketh 
her a Concubine, not a Queen. Now then if 
he muſt be choſen by full Conſent, then he hath 
no Authority over them that will not ſubmit 
themſelves to him, and therefore cannot. do. 
any Act of Power, as adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments and Church-Cenſures, to thoſe that do 
not call him to the Work, therefore there muſt 
he's Coremaall ©. ooo ht, „5 
3. From the Power of the Church over her 
Members: She hath Power to admoniſh them, 
and if they hear her not, then to exclude them. 
Now ſhe hath nothing to do to judge them that 
are without the Church, but thoſe that are 
joyn'd to the Church, 1 Cor. v. 11, t. 
4. From the End and Uſe of the Sacraments; 
one End is to ſeal up Church-Fellowſhip, 1 Cr. 
xii. 13. and x. 17. and therefore Church-Fel- 
oy. „ "0c, oven 
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Church-Priyileges without Church-Fellowſhip 
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* 7 Learn wea tre Eftimation of Church- 
1d Diſcretion in Judging of them: By how 


according to his Will ? 
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not but where there is a willing People: If Me 

will not have the Church to rule over them, 

Gop compels none, tho' He commands it, and 

therefore neither may the Church: 2 Cor. ix. 13. 

they thank Gop for thets, profeſſed Subje- 

Uſe 5. Hence ſee the eſſential Difference of 

one Congregation from another, the Diffe- 

_ rence of the Foren they enter into Cove- 

rant with Officers and Members here, and this 

diſtinguiſhes them. e 

De 6. This may teach the Neceſſity of Con- 

flancy in Church-Fellowſhip ; it is a Covenant 

of Gov, and Gop hath a Part in all Covenants 

between Man.and Wife, Prince and People, but 

efpectally in all holy Covenants, therefore they 

may not depart the one from the other, but 

Gop muſt part them: Gop hath ſet us in the 

; Church by Virtue of a Covenant, therefore we 

muſt have God's Leave, and the Church's Leave 

to depart, if we will depart in Gop's Fear: 

Unleſs Gop diſpoſe of it, a Member may not 

depart, nor the Church diſmiſs him; there is a 

Tripartite Covenant, Gop 1s one Party, the 

Member another, the Church the third. Now 

as I have Gop's Leave to come in, fo I muſt 
have his Leave to go out. N 

e 7. To ſuch as deſire Fellowſhip with the 

Church, to exhort them, firft, to enter into Co- 

venant with the Loxp, and then to make a 

Covenant with the Congregation. If any Man 

| offer himſelf to the Church, and the Church de- 

ter his Entertainment, his very looking towards 

God's Temple is an Ordinance, and Gop will. 

accordingly bleſs him; the Defire of an Ordi- 

nance before Gop is accepted as well as the In- 

joyment. Every Stone was hewen before they 

came to be laid in Solomon's Temple. The chief- 

cit Work, the Work of Regeneration, ſhould be 
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bers of the Church, but. to Children. 


and for ever to be acknowle 
venant with us. 


Win Covenant, is, to worſhip. the LoxD, and to 


W x Cor. v. 4. When you are met together in the Name 


Meetings: But of this more hereafter, 


: It & neither the Worſhip of GoD, nor Edification. 


on 
2 


c et ed 


ation. 


r 


lay a Commonwealth; br 
ers for ſpiritual Works. 


wrought before he enters into the Church: The 
Converſion of Men is not proper to the Mem- 


Uſe 8. Comfort to us that are knit together 
in holy Covenant, therefore ſtand faſt in this 

Liberty, Gal. v. 1. It is an unſpeakable Mercy, 
dg d to Gop's Praiſe; 
therefore tho they do abandon us, we ſhould 
haye a Care of them that are entred into Co- 


IV. Now the End of this uniting together 
W edify one another in all his holy Ordinances, | 


Wh of the Lord, 1 Cor. xiv. 26. all myſt be done to 
WEdification. This is the End of all Church- 


Object. But then where doth Contribution take Place? | 


= 4». It is both Gop's Worſhip and an Act of 
WEdification ; It is not only a Chriſtian Duty, but 
it tends to edify. FBI. iv. 18. The Succour of our 
rethren is an acceptable Sacrifice to Go p, and 
that was Edification to Faul; for by this, ſaith he, 
am full, and abound; and fo he was quickned to 
Wis Work. Heb. xiil. 16. With ſuch Sacrifices Goo 
W- 2weil-pleaſed; and hereby the Bowels of the 
Waints are refreſn d, which is one Part of Edifi- | 
ation. Philem, 7. Aud, laith he, zue have great 
V and Conſolation, which is alſo Edification ; 
herefore it is not only a carnal Affection that 
belp'd by Contribution, but ſpiritual Edifi- 
Reaſon. Herein the Church differs from other 
Rflemblies that may be Godly Men, and may 
et" in one Place, and be in Covenant, for ſo 
hut a Church always 
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De x. To teach us to do all our outward. 
Works in a Spiritual manner, to give to our 
Brethren” to refreſh their Bowels, to increaſe _ 
their Joy, to quicken them in the Work of 
J T 

Uſe 2. Learn what is the End of all our 
Meeting, and all pur Confederacy; all is to 
worſhip the Lox p, and to edify one another 
in Gop's holy Ways. Some think the Aſſem- 
bly of Gop's People to be factious; but ſaith. 
Tertullian, Congreſſus piorum non factio dicendus eſt, 
ſed curia; let there therefore nothing be done 
in the Church but that which tendeth to the 
Honour of Gop, and the Edification of the, 
Uſe 3. Comfort to us, that Gop affords us 
ſuch Liberties as theſe be, wherein we may meet 
to worſhip, and edify one another in Gop's 
Ways, It is an honourable Aﬀembly wherein 
Cnkisr is the Head, and every Member, if 
he be not an Hypocrite, is a younger Bro- 
ther or Siſter to the Lord JesUs CHRIST; 
and they meet not for the Good of the Com- 
mon- wealth directly, tho' that be honourable, 
yet it is nothing to the Salvation of Souls, and 
the edifying of one another in Gop's Fear: 
How therefore ſhould all Matters be carried? 
There ſhould nothing appear but the Preſence 
of Curisr, the Love of CHRIST, the Power 
of his Grace, and then they are the moſt ho- 
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nourable Meetings in the World. 
e 4. This is alſo Comfort to us, that 
Cuxisr will be our Proviſion, Protection; he 
is our Head, and he will care for us: If we 
meer together and worſhip Gop , and edify 
one another, will he let us want and ſtarve? Do 
you think Cunisr is fo ill an Hushand ? Would 
you leave your Wives naked,” and without 
Proviſion, if you had it for them r 
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nnter hath it for us, and he will not leave | 
is withouc Supply. Phil. iv. 19. when they had. | 
upplied him, then faith he, Gad ſhall ſupply all | 
our Wants. And now this Church of Philippi was - a 

dne of the pooreſt Churches of all, it was one of - 
he Churches of Macedonia, that was in deen 
Poverty, 2 Cor. viii. 2. yet Faul bears thoſe Re- 1 
Word, that they only had communicated unto i 
ood ;, walk as becometh the Spouſe of 4 
unis r, and be will care for us; GOD will 9 
Not be wanting to pour out Bleſſings upon us, Wl 
Whoſe that enter into Covenant with him; and. 
Valk according to the Power of it. Now you 4 


*% * : 


Wc what a Church is. 1 


= Queſt. Nat Sort of Members hath God ſet in 
+ Church ? | WA Loa) 


Anſw. Some of them are Miniſters and Offi- . 
cers of the Church, others of them are called 
commonly by the general Name of the Mem- 
bers, Brethren and Saints: So that here are 
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two Sorts of Members, and two Sorts of _ - 7 
Names; the Name of the firſt, Miniſters +8 
and Officers, the other Brethren and Saints: 2 
8 Magiſtrates and Officers are all one. Bre- 
Wthren and Saints are all one, To prove all of [oF 
them. Firſt, for Miniſters, x Cor. iv. I. X "Aj 
F Tim. 1 12. Col. iv. 12. 2 Cor. iii. 6. : Rom. xii. 3 | 
87 by Miniſters he meansElders, and Deacons for 
| Officers; 1 im. 111. I, 10. Rom. xi. 14. Adds i. 20. 
H. cix. 8. Theſe two Titles exprets: one part, 
Jof the Church's Body: The Brethrenand Saints 
are diltinguiſh'd from the Miniſters and Officers, 
Adis xv. 22, 23. thoſe he calls the Church, ver. 4 
28: he calls them Brethren, ver. 23. all the Mem- i 
bers of the Church are uſually ſtyl'd Brethren, 0 

Rom, Xvi. 23. Foil, i. 19. Thoſe Chriſtians 12 5 / 
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30 Charch-Orderiexplain'd+ _ 
had no publick Offices in the Church, he ſtyleth 
Saints, Col. i. 2. Now becauſe G or would have 
us give our Children ſignificant Names, there. | 
fore it is likely for good Reaſon the Hor.y 
GHosT gave theſe Names to the Members of the 
Church ; ſome Officers and Miniſters, others 
Brethren and Saints: In their very Names you 
may read the Idea and Platform of . Church-Go- 
vernment, their very Name ſhould put them in 
mind of their Duties, that as readily as. you 
know your Names when you are call'd, ſo you 
may hereby ſee the Duties that God calls for 
in dur eam eps 0095 Be 
x, For Miniſters, this is expreſs'd by two 
Words in Scripture, the firſt is danetras, 1 Cor. 
Iv. I. let Men eſteem of us as Under-rowers ; 
the Miniſters carry an end the Ship of the 


Church. Now what doth this hold forth unto © 


us? It holds forth thus much, That Miniſters are 
call'd to be Rowers and Under-rowers to Curisr. 
This Text will lead Miniſters by the Hand to 
ſee what Gop requires of 'them, that the 
ſhould labour one Way, and look another Way, 
aud yet both without -Hypocriſy. A Rower 
which Way ſoever he rows he looks contrary ; 
if he be for to row Weſtward, he looks Eaftward. 
And did you ever hear a Miniſter preach Dam- 
nation in his Words, and fee him look as tho? he 


would carry all his Hearers to Hell? It is true, 


it may be he looks fo, but now he rows a clean 
_ contrary Way to that, and you would think he 
did reſpect the way to everlaſting Happineſs, that 
he would advance you to them when he delivers 

_ is Intent were to advance you to the 
higheſt Heavens, and ſo it is, but withal he la- 
bours a quite - contrary Thing; his Courſe is 
quite contrary to that he looks : When he doth- 
moſt exalt you, then he doth but abaſe you, it 


"im awey ) Catechiſm. 31 


is to make you the more humble, James i. 9, 10. 
You will ſometinies think a Miniſter fpeaks with 
much Authority and Sternneſs, and yet doth he 
ſerve you in all Meckneſs of Chriſtian Wiſdom, 
and Humility, of Mind. Faul ſaith he did, Acts xx. 
18, 19. When yet he charged them with all Au- 
thority, and When he beſeeches you to receive 
Grace; when he moves and per ſwades to avoid 
any Evil, then doth he come with all Authority, 
and rule over you with Power: Theſe are com- 
act together, and that without Sin, and what is 
laid of One Miniſter 18 ſaid of all, that 18, Paſtors 
and Teachers. This is the firſt Thing implied in 
the word Miniſter, that is, an Under-rower. 

24ly, The Word Miniſter ſignifies a Servant. 
Jeſbua was Moſes's Miniſter, his Servant that 
waited on him; ſo are all the Apoſtles, El- 
ders and Deacons; the word Deacon ſignifies 
a Miniſter. $45 v4 Wis, 

Firſt, They are Miniſters to CRRISTH, Rom. xv. 
16, Now they are his Servants ; 1. Becauſe 
they deliver nothing, nor ſpeak nothing to the 
Church but the Commands of CHRTIS TH they 
do nothing, nor ſpeak nothing but what they 
have received from CHRIST, Matth. xxviii. 20. 
2. They work for his End and for his Glory, 
and make it a Tranſgreſſion of their Miniſtry 
to do otherwiſe, Fhil. ii. 21, 22. Gal. 1. 10. then 
they are Miniſters to CHRIST indeec. 

Secondly, They are Miniſters and Servants of 
the Church. Rom. Xvi. 1. Phebe à Servant of the 
Church, 1 Cor. iv. 5. We preach ourſelves your Ser- 
wants: And 1 Cor. ili. 22, 23. Wherein are the 
Miniſters the Churches Servants ? Are they not 
al'd Rulers? Ani. Not in the ſame reſpect 
they are Miniſters, The calling of a Miniſter 
Is a Myſtery, they look one way and work ano- 
her, and yet diſſemble neirhet Way: But as 
hey are Ser yants, their Service to the QUE 
182 | 1 Od ee, N ands 
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ſtands in theſe Things. 1. They come at the 

Churches Call, this is one part of their Service 

to the Church. Ack, xvi. 9, 10. Come into Ma- 

cedonia and belp us: Whence- they gather'd the 

Loxp calld them. Hence Gop hath ordain'q 

"the Church to call her own Officers, for the 

Man came in the Churches Name, Come and! 

l It is a point of Service to come when M © 

a Man is called. 2. They go upon the Church- M * 

es Errand, that is a point of Service, Marb. vii, 1 
FR 9. it is our Saviour's Rule, He that is ſent, is uM © 
| greater than be that ſends : So then herein lies their t 
Service, they come when the Church calls them, | 
and go when the Church ſends them, Fob; xiii. if 
16. Paul faith he was ſent by the Church, and Ml © 
the Church choſe another to go with him. 3. 
They ſubmit themſelves to the Church's Cenſurè, 8 
Col. iv. 17. and if they will not hear an Admo- 0 


8 nition, they may deal further with them. Prrer V 
himſelf muſt not judge others, but the Church, a 


and they muſt alſo judge him; this is the Service 
of Miniſters to the Church n. 
_. Thirdly, The third Thing wrap d up in the :* 
Name of Miniſter is, that he is a Diſpenſer, M © 
Gal. iii. 5, 11. Rom. xv. 16. He hath made us able * 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, that is, Diſpenſers of it 
OI Spe; 52 4 $3) 
1. Therefore it lieth ſtrongly upon their Con- 
ſciences, to know and practiſe that which is a f 
main part of their Calling: Never, to think ˖ 
they have done this Miniftry, till they have 1 
diſpens d the Spirit. The New Teftament and the © 
Goſpel, 2 Cor. iii. 6. this makes the Work too 
heavy for Men and Angels, that they muſt mi- th 
niſter the Spirit, not only the Word, but i. 
the Spirit, ſaving Knowledpe ; this is the © 
main weight of Duty that lies upon a Mi- 2 
niſter, not to diſpenſe Ceremonies, Shadows, * 
Rule and Pomp; but if we run without the 10 
e won 


 _T 


Shirt we run v, wichou our reer ah: we 
have not ulfill'd it, except we leave the Spirit 
behind us in the Hearts of the peo 57 I. create 
the Fruit. of the Lipt, Hare, hoes of Ivii. 19. 
if peaking of the Miniſters of the. New. 7 ament: 
＋ his is therefore their principal Work to be 
diſpenſin ng a Spirit of Peace, a Spirit of Power, 
a Spirit of Love, a Spirit of Meekneſs, and of 
Zeal, and of Home, and wharſoeyer ſavours 
of Lie: Thus they are called to the Work, 
therefore they are called Stewards, 1 Cor. iv. 12, 
2. This theèrefore teacheth us Miniſters to be 
faichful; for. ſo muſt Diſpenſers be, they 800 
tell all their Errand, and not only fill them 
with Words, but with * Characters 75 the 
Spirit allo, if it be poſlible. 2 Cor. ü. 16. Who 
therefore is ſufficient for theſe ſe Po Thing TO "4 2 Sa- 
our 105 Life ? Therefore it is not all the Learn- 
ing in the World that will make a Man ſuffici- 
ent to diſpenſe a Spirit of Life and Darkneſs ; 
Who is ſufficient ?. Are not you Paul? No, not 
Paul ; for, for him to ire 5 Hol x Gnosr 
15 far from him, but he kee eeps his Heart in Frame, 
1 is faithful, chat Cukrsr may breathe in oy 
ml ry. S186 
3. This will carry ſome Reſpe &; back 3 
from the people to the Miniſter, „ 1f1\regare be 
is a Diſpenſer to Lg Cor. ix. II. Now f. or 
this Word Officer, it ſignifies. two 1 and 


that Got ſtyles has” I. It ſignifies. a Charge, 
Add, i. 20. Hal. cix. 8. the word — the Original 1s 


properly Charge, and ſo it ĩs tranſlated, Ia. Ix. 17. 
Neeeſſit 8 laid 7 ws a th And n Cor. ix. 16. 


thou ſh Numb. 5 2.3» 
lt .implic . % al, . .. that word im- 
re, the Officers are called 


* es Authority, thereto 
ns I Tam, v. 17. Gov hath left Gpyernours 


a IO Cor. xij..28., Obey! them that have 


Foe "IE ever you, Heb, xiii. 27, * they be Ser 
E rants 


aebi 


vants, how then eee, This is the 
Myſtery. The Rulers ef che Church are ehe 
Church's Servants, and elfe Servants of the 
Church are the Church's Rulers; Anf. There 
are three Things in Which lies the Authority 
of tllieir Office. x. In e of the My- 


On, 
f 2 1 7 Ne W ; | 
Charge them that are rich, &. 2. Tho” they 


diſmiſs the Aſſembly, Numb. vi. 23, 24, 25, 26, 


656363 
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owe te act and moderate all in it, and the 
Church only conſentè to and approves what 


jt chere be any Abuſe in it, for they have the 


they do. If you ask then,” What is the Power of 


the Church? It is this, 1. She calls her own 
Officers and Members: And, 24h. She ſends 
forth both for her Service; and if any fail ſhe 
may call them - to- account, and cenſure their 


Failings by the Hand of: cher Mouth, which are 


her Mifiſtets. The Minifters have another 
Power tor call ehe Church e r6 charge 
Der there With ab Altthority; - 


ART EE. 
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moderate things 
In 
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in it, and 0 eee 
ſures, according to Gop's W The Beten 


9 


alſo being Oſheers, haye the Chatgr.; ot, the; 
Churches Treaſure, and they h aye Power and, 
Authority to 7 7 Ik mcc to the Rule 
of 70 5 N and except they go beſi bache: Rule, 
the Ghurc breaks nagt in upon their Office. 

Now, for the word Brethren, it argues Three 
Things. . That they are ſubject co Officers ; 
which is not Seryice but Brotherhood, Rem. xiv. 
23. Quartus a Brother, 2. It is a Rule over Bre- 
thren, implies a continuance.in Broth rly. Love, 
Heb. Xiii. I. Break them, and 4p break the Co- 
venant. 3. A continuance of Brotherly Com- 
munion and Fellowſhip, that it be not broken; 
except nir break try they may not break ig 
Zech, xi. 14. 

That word Saints Be: THR, Nees Things; I, A 
Separation from all unclean and common Uſe z 
as Bread and Wine when they are ſet apart from 
common Uſe, are ſaid to be holy ; ſo Men when 
they are ſet in from. Luſts and ,Paſſions, are 


then ſanctified. A Devotion or , Dedication 


of them to Go s 1 as 2 Sabbath is San 
ctifed when it is dedicated to Go, 

Then let the mentioning of theſe Names keep 
this whole Work of, Diſcipline, freſh in your 
Hearts and Thoughts; as often as you are call'd 
Officers, Miniſters, Brethren. and Saints, then 
read your Puty, and they will be a Commenta- 
ry, Where to know what Gop requires of 
you, your Duty to bimſelf, $9 his Caron, ah 
one to another. - 


Queſt... #har at of auen or Offer hath Ga: D 
ſe. in his Church ? 
. "Anſw,, They are ſome of them extraordinary, 
as Apoſtles, Prophets and Evangeliſts; lame or- 
Ah [yg as Mitose * Deacons. 
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ry Por che Sg prdiag g, Ofc ro are 
les; Prophets, Ea And theſe Gon 
fer Fin his Qharch, — we rr. 17 Gr xi. 28. To 
ou theſe; And, CAT DES 97! 

1. For Apoſtles ; They are firſt or in the 
Church, 1 . xi. 29. An Apoſtle ſignifies as 
much as an Angel or Meſſenger, Four Benefits 
or Privileges acco dany ing their Calling. r. They 
were Meſſengers ſent immediately by  Jesvs 

Chinisr.; they had their Calling by lively Voice 
from him, Fob» xx, 21. So alſo Gum Paul of him- 
{elf, that Re was not of Alan, nor by Man, but by 

Feſus Chriſt, 2. They ad an immediate Charge. 
Marth. XVIII. 19. Go,” teach A Nations © Mark xvi. 
15, 16. 1 Col. xi. 28. the Care of all the Churches 
lay upon kim; yet where Gop bleſſed his Mini- 
few, there he ſtay d longer, and departed from 
them that: would not receive his Doctrine. Gal. 
1. 7, 8. Peter was more mighty among the Fewr, 
and Faul among the Genes: tho their —_— 
were unlimited, in Regard of the Char 

there was a Limitation in Reſpect of Cas, 
and Spiritual Directions by them. Pan] would 
have 1 w drivers? but the Spirit ſuffer'd him 
not. 3. They were qe by infallible Aſſiſt. 
ance of che Sl irit ; Yr e Spirit led them into all 
Truth, Gal. ) IT, 1. Ref doubts not to ſay that 
he had laid the Foundation; therefore good rea- 
ſon it was that they ſhould be kept from Errors, 
1 Cor, iti, 10. Peer err'd indeed, but his Error 
was not in Doctrine, but only ind Matters of 
Fact. 4. They were Indu'd with the Power of 
wotkiog Miracles, to confirm their Doctrine, 
Mark xvi. 20. Theſe Things made their Places 
extrordinary ; other Miniſters of the Church 
have not the ſame Call, the ſame Charge, — 
ſame Affiſtance, nor the like Power. ARES 
Aar the Apoſtie hang d himſelf, they h 
Are Meeting co elect another Apoſtle 10 
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his Office, A I 15, 16. But when Herod had 
ſlain 1597 the Apoſtle, AA, Kii. 2. yon read 
not 0 other Meeting to conſtitute another; 
when they ſlept, their n llept with chem, 
and were not to continue in Succeſſion; for no 
Man was ſubſtituted in the Room of Fames, as 
there was in the Room of Judas, but inſtead 
thereof the Apoſtles conſtituted Elders in ev 
Church, A#s xiv. 23. As in the Old Teſtament 
there were Twelve Patriarchs, and of Joſepb that 
was cut off from his Brethren there came two 
Tribes, and fo they were Thirteen in all: S0 
when Tudas fell from his Office Go p ordain d an- 
other in His Room. And laftly, Was Pau] born as 
one out of due time, ſent by Cuntsr himſelf, for 
to make up the N umber of the Thirteen Patri- 
archs of RAY New Teftament : This was the Work 
of the Apoſtles, even to plant Churches; 8 85 
Church could not call them, for they were 
bring in the Gentiles, Which were no Churches. 
2. A ſecond Sort "of Officers is Prophets, Eph. 
Iv. 11. 1 Cor. Xit. 28. this is the ſecond Office. 
There were three Sorts 'of Prophets in the New 
Tiftament* 1, Thoſe that were endu'd with an 
extraordinary Gift of forerelling Things to come, 
needful to prevent the Churches Dangers, and 
give Directions for the N Safety; ſuch an 
one was Agabus, Act xi. 28, 26. If that Danger 
had not been foretold, the Erchbs would not 


have been ready for to ſend Relief to the Saints 


In Tudea, and ſo many poor Saints might have 
periſh d, but by that Prophecy it was prevented, 
AG XX1, 9, To, IT, Agabus propheſy 'd what ſhould 
betide Pau : at Feruſalem * This was of excellent 
Ulein thoſe Times, that fo the Churches might 
by their Prayers 8 ſuch- like Calamities; 
or elſe if Paul could not prevent Bonds or Death, 
then he might be Preben for ſuch deſperate 
il le „ as he faith himſelf, 7 m W 


We ſtand 


are not ceas'd 1 


o 4 


as had not their Call immediatel 
et they had an immediate Call 


Cukls r. 2 Tim. iv. 5. Do the Work of an Ewvange- 


Evangeliſt was Mark, whom Faul would not ac- 
cept of to go with him, Adds xv. 37, 38. and 
theſe were call'd. to perfect the Work of tlie 
Apoſtles, that which the Apoſtles had begun. 
When they had begun to plant Churches, they 
left the finiſhing and perfecting * of them to the 
Evangeliſts. "Theſe were extraordinary in their 
Call. 1. That they were immediately call'd by 


the Apoſtles, tho” the Church ſometimes joyn d 


with them, as in ordaining Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
2. They were not limitted to any one Charge, 
but had many, and executed Authority in di- 
vers Places, and herein they differ d from Pa- 
ſtors and Teachers: For the Paſtors are t0 
loch to the Flock, over which the Ho v GyosT 

bhath made them Oyerſeers; but ee 5 
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ſtay d no e in a Place than they were in- 
treated, which Paſtors needed nor to be. 1 Tim. 
i. 3. He would not have beſought Timothy to have 
tarry d, if he might not have gone away when 
he pleas d. Tit. 1. 5. He left him for to ordain 
Elders, in every City, therefore they were not 
limitred to one Charge, or bound to ſtay in 
any one Place. 2 In. iv. 11, 12. Thus he leaves 
ſome in one Place, and ſome in another, and 
diſpoſeth of them; for they were to perfect the 
Work of the Apoſtles, and not limitted to any. 
Charge. 3. Some of the Evangelifts wrote the 
Goſpel, as ark and Luke, but this was peculiar 
to ſome of them; the reſt of the Evangeliſts 
that wrote the Goſpel, were Apoſtles alſo. But 
ſince the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts went to Hea- 
ven, you never heard the Hory Grosr took 
care to ſubſtitute any Evangeliſts in their Room; 
as they dy d, ſo their Places dy'd with them. 
Further, you read, that Philip, one of the Dea- 
cons, Acts vi. 5. was an Evangeliſt, Act, xxi. 8. 
and then the Hory GrosT ſets him apart to; 
for he went down to Samaria and preach'd there, 
and the People gave. Heed unto his Miniftry ; 
Aits vil. 5, 6. alſo he baptiz'd the Eunuch, 
which as a Deacon, he would not have done, 
but as an Evangeliſt, call'd to preach the Goſpel z 
dome therefore of the Evangeliſts were immedi- 
ately call'd by the Holy Ghoſt, fome immediately 
by the Apoſtles, ſome by the Apoſtles with the 
Church, Tm. iv. 14. This Office is ceas'd, as the 
Callings of the Apoſtles and Prophets are; Gop 
hath, of latter Days given to ſome extraordinary 
Gifts for the ſettling of Churches, as Luther, 
Calvin, &c. having great Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge; but they did jt not ſo much by Virtue of 
Olticeas by Gifts; theſe are the extraordinary 
8 1 11 0 . 
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Two Sorts of Officers in the Church are ordi 
nary, and they are Biſhops and Deacons, Ri. 
i. 1. That theſe are ogdinary, and that; theſt 
are all, May 1 5 by the Direction of the Apo- 

98 to Timothy, how to carry himſelf in the 
Church of God in. conſtituting of Officers: 
He nameth theſe Two, 1 Tim. ili. 1, 8. Biſho Ps 

nd Deacons; Whom he doth mean by the oy 
fads? you may lee, Ad, xx. 17, with 28, 75 

Hock over, which God hath made you emoxirovs, mo 
ſeers ; thoſe: he calleth Elders, ver. 17. Calleth 
Biſho 7370 ver. 28. Tit. 1. 5,7. and the ſame he cal- 
leth Elders, ver. 5. are call'd Biſhops, ver. 7. 
For Deacons, ſee Adds vi. 2, 3, 4. the Deacons for 
the Church at Feruſalem,; and Paul giveth Dire- 
ions to. Timothj about them, and it is a perpe- 
tual Charge to the Church. en 1 Tim. iii. 
14, 15. with 1 Tim. vi. 1 opS and Dea- 
cons mult be kept to the ih: — of CHRIST 
in HE ch © fo Aale 5 ere Evans 


Queſt Hun manner be Par FR bath 00 "FM 
zo he called to the Office; of ys or A & al 
ine) Elders, in the Church? S ity 


Anſiv. A Biſhop, or 118 in the Fe th 2 
be in himſelf on Bit for. Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs, and for Freedom from bac and 
Luft, alſo a vigilant Man, and of . goc d, Behavi- 
our; Moreover in his Fam 52; hy Man of Go- 
vernment, and good Hoſpit in n Name, 
of good Report, yea, even of N that are 
without : And in Profeſſion he may not be 2 
Fra ung: Plant, „ but n faſt the Word of 

apt to teach it, and able to maintain it, 

Zim. ui. 2 vii. II. TA 1. 6, to 9. To open a 
hel Particulars from thoſe Texts. An Elder 
is all one with a Biſhop, and a Biſhop le an 

| er. 
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Elder. Ti e I left thee to ordain Elders, if 


n be blameleſt: For 4 Blſhop muſt, &c. Ads xx. 
; 5 28. Therefore a Biſhop in the firſt Place 


muſt be blameleſs, 1 Tim. ili. 2. Tit. i. 6. For 


C what is it to be blameleſs? He muſt be holy, 
: and Tir. i. 8. he muſt be known to be holy in his 


Service of God, juſt-in his Dealings with Men, 
and not juſtly tax'd for any Profaneneſs or Un- 
righteouſneſs: He muſt give Gon his own 

Man his own, and not be blamed for the lea 

Offence ; ſo alſo he muſt be blameleſs from Paſli- 
on and Luft: He muſt not be ſelf- willed, Tit. i. 7. 
he muſt not be ſelf-conceited, ſelf-pleaſing, that 


drawn from it; he muft not be ſoon angry, he 


1 Tim. iii. 3. He muſt be free from Readineſs to 
be angry in his Speeches, nor mult he be ready 
r WE to ſtrike, a Thought and a Word, a Word and 
” WW a Blow ; thus muſt he not be, but blameleſs from 
them: He may not luſt after Wine, for that is a 


? Luſt of Intemperance ; nor greedy of filthy Lu- 
| f cre, tor that is a Luſt of Covetouſneſs, 1 Tim. iii. 
3. Tit. 1, 7, 8. He muſt be a ſober Man, and of 


temperate Behaviour. All thoſe vain worthleſs 
Things are reckon'd under theſe Heads, 1 Jobn 
11. 6, 7. The Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and 


ler, then he is no proud Perſon ; take away 
Men make Contention, Prov. xiii. 10. He may 
dot be blam'd for Covetouſneſs, the Luſt of the 
f Eye, nor the Luft. of the Fleſh, Intemperance 
and Incontinency: A Biſhop muſt alſo be a vi- 
Slant Man, and of good Behaviour, 1 79m. iii. 
2. N that is, watchful ; a double Warch- 
a | fulne $18 requir'd of him: 1. In reſpect of his 
en Eſtate, that he may not put upon the 
: n * JJ 


Fa 


« 


pleaſeth himſelf in his Fancy, and will not be 


muſt not be a Striker, he muſt not be a Brawler, 


1 the Pride of Life. Now when he is forbidden 
to be ſelf-willed, to be angry, to be a Braw- 


7 Self-will, and down Alleth Pride; through Pride. 
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Church unneceſſary Burdens; he muſt be pru- 
dent, not unthrifty, 2. In a diligent Obſervance 
of the State of the Flock committed to him, that 

he may be able to apply à fit Word to them in 
Seaſon: Alſo he mull be f good Behaviour, come- 

ly, he muſt not be ſſovenly nor rude, nor ne- 
glective to others; ſuch a Man will bring his 
Calling into Contempt, eſpecially amongſt Car. 
nal Men, this would make his People negleq 
his Counſel; therefore he muſt not be rude, 
whether it be through ill Nature or ill Nurture 
they ſhould be comely-carriaged Men, that the 
expoſe not their Callings to Contempt through 

Rudeneſs, or Slovenlineſs, but that they may be 

fit for any Company. Gop taketh no pleaſure 

in Compliments ; for Gop would not have a 


Main, — Lol Fo, > ton MAY) od hn} == „„ walls ww ws 


Man of a Mimick Behaviour, full of Geſticula- a 

tions and Cringes, for they are not fit for Men Ml 

of Gravity, as Elders muſt be; they muſt not Nc 
| be like Players and Courtiers, but of grave and Ne 
* comely Behaviour; this he muſt be in himſelf. f 
1 Now in his Family he muſt be, firſt, a Man of MW; 
4 good Government, he muſt have his Children Ne 
* and Servants in good Order, they muſt not be MW 
* wild and unruly, not Pilferers nor riotous, nor Nit 
5 | ſturdy, nor prodigal, Tit. i. 7. but faithful, but Nu 
=. frugal, but reachable, and ingenuous ; he muſt Ne. 
<< be the Husband of one Wife, he muſt not b 
1 have two as the Fews had, nor have a ſecond Hb 
3 ; when he had put away. the firſt for any other Wo 
_ Cauſe than Adultery; he muſt. have but one, Wa 
N and her lawfully married. 1 Tim. Iii. 5. If a Man g 


cannot Rule his own Houſe, his own Servants, Wat 
his own Children, how. ſhall' he rule other i. 


* Mens Servants and Children that are Members Ww 
"8 : of the Church? He muſt alſo be of good Hoſpi- Ne- 
1 tality, 1 Tm. iii. 2. Tit. 1. 8. he muſt be a Lover ht 
* e Hoſpitality, and given to it, the word in the Wo: 
Original ſignifies both, that a Man leveth 1 ye 
= - \ OY 5 1 
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is given to; he taketh it for his Comfort to“ 9 
have Chriſtian Friends in his Houſe with him, 1 9 
it is his Joy, he doth not harbour his Brethren 1 
with grudging. 1 Pex. iv. 9. he muſt do it free- | ih 
ly, frequently, according. to the meaſure of his 1 
Fhate Gop hath given him, Heb. xiii. 1, 2. 
Now for his good Name, he muft be a Man of 
good Report even of thoſe that are without, 
1 Tim, ili. 7. That they that would flander him, 
and es ct by him, may not be able, leſt he 
fall into Reproach, which is a Diſhonour to his 
Name, and to the Church of Gop; and he fall- 
eth into the Snare of the Devil ; while he may 
ſeek to clear himſelf, he may fall into Paſſion, 
and Brawling, and Contention ; or elfe may let 
a Report lie upon him, and not ſeek to vindi- 
cate his Name, and fo the Devil will have him 
ton either ſide. He muſt have a good Report 
deren of thoſe that are without, becauſe this will 
f. ¶ firſt cut off occaſion of Slander from Pagans, and 
f Wl alſo give them the better Opportunity and great- 
n Wer Encouragement to come into the Church ; 
e Wand for that end to confer with the Elders about 
r Wit, for otherwiſe it would be a Stumbling-Block 
c WW unto them: And if they ſhould be well report- 
it Ned of by thoſe that are without, how much more 
"WM by thoſe that are within? Finally, he may not 
d be a new Plant, a Novice, one that is new come 
ron to Grace, or newly in the Church, for ſuch 
© an one is but raw, and unſettled, and of no 
n Wgrcat Experience: He muſt be a grave Chriſti- 
„ Jan, and of ſome ſtanding and Conſtancy. Tit. 
I WW 9. he muſt hold faſt the faithful Word of Gop 
s which a young Plant cannot do; he muſt be a 
1- Wconſtant” Chriſtian and Profeffor , that muſt i 
er hold taſt the Doctrine of Truth and Grace, a- | 
gainſt his Adverſaries Satan and his Inftruments ; 
1 yea, he muſt be able to maintain that he ſaith, 
ed to perſuade others to it: Apt to teach; for 
. F 2 - ty! 
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tho”. all Elders teach not; yet they muſt be apt 
for it, apt to admoniſh, and apt to teach, as 


, 


they haye Occaſion : I hey muſt be able to give 
ood Reaſon of what they hold, and able to ju. 
tity it againſt Gainſayers. A good Cauſe g 
veth a great Strength to him that believeth what 
he ſaith; and pradiſeth what he believeth, ſuch 
a Man will be able to give a Reaſon and Account 
of his Faith and Government, which a Gain- 
ſayer cannot reſiſt: He muſt not be a young 
Plant, for he is not a Hold-faſt ; the Reaſon of 
this 1s Sven, 1 Tim. ili. 6. Leſt being lifted 1 
with Pride, be fall into the Condemnation of the Devil, 
This holds forth thus much ; That a young Plant 
being call d to the Miniſtry may be puffed up 


wag 
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9 wWoith the Pride of his Place, and Reſped done 
= unto him from others, and ſo fall into the Con- 
5 demnation of the Devil, which was Pride upon 


 - - the Excellency of his Miniſtry, that was the 


„ Devil's Fall, and the Sin whereby he fell out of 
= Heaven and became a Devil: 75 made him 
= - an Angel of Light, and when Gor had made 
_ his Angels miniſtring Spirits about his Throne, 
_ they were proud of it, and thought it reflected 
we): ſome Glory not upon Gop, but upon themſelves, 
1 and therefore Go p caſt them out, and they are 
WM reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs unto. the Judg- 
ment of the great Day. The Devil was not ca. 
=_ pable of the Luſt of the Fleſh, nor the Luſt « 
1 the Eye, therefore his Sin was Pride, or the 
N Fruits of it. Some have thought he offęr d to ſet 
_ his Throne. equal with his Maker, Ja. Xiv. 12, Iz 
_ 14. but it is not ſpoken of him, but of the King 
3 c of Babylon: And the Text faith, 1 Zim. 114. 6. hö 
7K Pride was in his Miniſtry ; for Pride may fſhev 


itſelf as in Envy of Superiors, ſo in Contempt 
of Inferiors, or Self. Sufficiency and Fulneſs in 1 
Man's ſelf; for their Envying of Gop we read 
nor any Foocſteps of it in Scriptures. bit can 
1 „„ | | pr 
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prided_ themſelves. in their Miniſtry... ; Becauſe 
they ſaw Adam and Eve not ſo glorious Orea- 
tures as themſelyes, but that they were more 
remote from Gop, therefore they prided them- 
ſelves in their Miniſtry above Adam, and were 
full of themſelves, / and therefore would not 
ſerre and attend, upon Adam, and this might be 


their Ruin: Therefore a Man may not be a No- 


Vice, leſt he fall into the Sin of the Devil, who 


prided himſelf in We OBOE about the Throne, 
and deſpiſed Adam, to pride himſelf in His Mi- 
niſtry. : W 85 
1. 1. This ſerves to teach the Church of 
Gor, when you come to chooſe your Church- 
Officers, whom they are to chuſe into the Of- 
fice of a Biſnop or Elder, even Men thus qua- 
lied, of ſuch Government in their Families, of 
ſuch a Growth as hath been deſcribed, for if 
you walk beſides the Rule, you walk beſides 
JJ cnc ds e 
Uſe 2. It teacheth Officers their Duty, and 
what Gop calleth them to, even to be blame- 
leſs, c. and this is your Copy, this is that 
you are ſo to expreſs, that you may not fail 
Uſe 3. To teach us what Cauſe of due Thank- 
fulneſs to Gob we have, when Gop giveth us 
ſuch as are in any Meaſure conformable to this 
Kula 1193 down yate. vs... 1-3 big 7 
_ Uſe 4. To teach the Children and Servants of 
Church-Elders to take heed of Riot, of Anger, 
of Impatience, Diſobedience, for thereby you 
diſable them from ruling the Church: He that 
cannot keep in order his own Family, how 


4a y 


then ſhall he rule the Church of Gos??? 
e 5. To teach; thoſe whom Gop: calleth to 
any publick Office, either in the Church or 


Common-wealth,” to look to have their Hearts 


hot puffec up with their Places; but * 


K 
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humble in the Miniſtry G0 allot you 60. 
not to be exalted aboye your Brethren. A Man 
is not to be ſelf- full, but careful to receive Sup. 
ply from Suter, and ſo to go in and out 
amongſt your A1 e, that you may be exem- 

plary Patterns to them of Blameleſneſs, of Free- 
an from Paſſions and Luſt, of ood Behavi- 
our, of good Government, that ſo Gop's Work 
may proſper in your Hands, and you may giye 
Gon a comfortable Account at the WY; of 
* AppearancdeQ. 


1 Ae 4:4 Sort of Biſhops : bath | Go D ſit in 
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Anſw. Two; ; ſome Paſtors and Teachers 
forme ruling Elders,' under Two Heads ; ſome 
labour in Word and Doctrine, and of thoſe 
fome are Paſtors, ſome Teachers: Others rule 
only, and labour not in Word and Doctrine. 


Queſt. What is the Work and of of the e 
end Teachers ? | 


[I The Work of the Paſtors i is to attend 
to Exhortation, and therein to diſpenſe a Word 
of Wiſdom; but the Teacher's Office is to at- 
tend unto Doctrine, and therein to diſpenſe a 
Word of Knowledge: Eph. iv, 11. -Gop hath 
given ſome Paſtors, ſome Teachers. Now there be 
two Places which give clear Light to the Dif- 
ference of their Work and Office: The firſt 
place is, Rom. Xl. 7, 8. There is a Teacher 
which is to attend unto Teaching, and an Ex- 
horter which is to wait upon Exhortation. If 
the Teacher be to attend unto Teaching, and 
there is beſides an Exhorter, then that is left 
for the Paſtor's Office and Work to exhort; 
bert chere are. no other Officers in the Church 


now 
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now that labour in the Word and Doctrine but 
paſtors and Teachers: The Apoſtle maketh 
them diſtinct Officers, and they have their ſeve- 
ral Works to attend unto, the Teacher is not to 
attend unto Exhortation, nor the Paſtor unto 
Doctrine. The ſecond place is 1 Cor. xii. 8. the 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of the ſeveral Gifts that Go p 
hath given to the Members of the Church; To 
one, ſaith he, 4 given by the Spirit, the Nord 
Wiſdom, to another the Word of Knowledge, by the 
ſame Spirit; and theſe he maketh to be-given to 
diſtinct and different Perſons : As the Gifts are 
different, ſo the Perſons are different. Now to 
which is the Word of Knowledge given ? It's 
the proper Object of the Teacher: So he is 
to teach Knowledge to the People, and then the 
Paſtor is with Wiſdom to diſpence a Word of 
Exhortation. Conſider what are the Objects of 
Knowledge and Wiſdom ;- the Object of Know- 
ledge is Truth, and the difference between Truth 
and Falſhood, and contains 1n it all things that 
are to be known and believ'd by Chriſtian Men, 
tho' they are not to be practis d, as the Know- 
ledge ot GoD, the State of Innocency, Man's 
Fall, of the State of Glory, yea of Man's Sins, 
which are not to be practis d. The Object of 
Wiſdom is Godlineſs, for Wiſdom ever directeth 
to a good end, and the means to attain it: Mat- 
ters of Wiſdom mult not only be known, but we 
muſt be ſtirred up and exhorted to the ſame; ſo 
that when he ſaith, 7o one u given a Word af 
Wiſdom ; that is, to diſcern what is beſt for the 
phat of God, to do, and to ſtir chem Hp ac- 
cordingly to it by wife Motives, and Induce- 
ments, and Helps, as may make a Chriſtian wiſe 
unto Salvation ; and for the Matters of Truth, 
and Faith, and Knowledge, they belong to the 
Teacher to diſpence unto God's Children and 
People; but there are four things which ae 
8 ä | both 
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both for Knowledge and Practice, as what is the 
Nature of Repentance and Faith, Matters to be 
known and practis d alſo; and o the Nature 
of Obedience, what is a Vertue, and what x 
Vice; and where both theſe concur together, 
there both is the Teacher to deal in Teaching, 

p and the Paſtor to take them up in Applicati- 
| on. Now the Reaſon'why Gow is pleaſed 
thus to diſpenſe himſelf is, Firſt, taken from 
the Neceſſity of ſupplying the Defects of Goy's 
People : 1. Ignorance and Error lieth upon 
them ; ſo Gop complains, "My People periſh for 
want of Knowledge, Now the Teacher is to look 
that they be taught the Knowledge of the 
Loxrp. 2. Folly and Slowneſs of Heart. Folly 
to ſee what is beſt to be done, and when we 
know it, we are flow to put it into Practice, 
Luke xxiv. 25. Now here comes in the Paſtor's 
Work, he teacheth them what is beſt to be 
done, and ſtirs them up to it; he cometh to 
heal their Folly and Slowneſs of Heart, and 
that he doth by a wife and quick Exhortation. 
Secondly, From the Defe& of Officers themſelves; 
for a Man may be abundant and rich in Know- 
ledge, and yet cold in exhorting; and a Man 
may be quick and lively in Exhortation, and 
yet flow in Knowledge: And there is Reaſon 
in Nature for it, for they require a ſeveral 
Temper of Body; a Man of Knowledge muſt 
be of a cold Temper, and an Exhorter of an 
hot Spirit; and therefore Gop for the Good 
of his Church hath provided both. There ma) 
be little Light where there is much Heat, and 
much Light where there is little Heat. So Gops 
'Servants are ſome of them more full of Light, 
and ſome of Heat, and the Church hath need 
of both: And thus the Teacher may have need of 
the Paſtor, and the Paſtor of the Teacher, and 
ſo like two. Hands they walk and heip on 

» «oh r 4 


another's 1 Tm. iv. 13. Give Attendance to Ex- 
bortation, amd to Doctrins: He chargeth them with 
both, all extraordinary Officers of the Church, 
as Apoſtles, Prophets and Evangeliſts, and a 
Timothy, that were to give Attendance to both; 
but he never ſaith fo to any ordinary Officer: 
An Evangelift is as much worth as both Paſtor 

and Teacher; and therefore they that have 


Spirits for both come nigh an extraordinary 


Officer, an Evangeliſt, as Gop raiſed up ſome 
in the Reformation of his Church and People: 
But the Apoſtle ſaith, Rom. xit. 7. Let the Teacher 


wait on Teaching, &c. but the Word wait is not 
in the Original, Ae 


7 Queſt. What is this the Apoſtle would have them do, 
ben he would have them attend and wait? 


: Anſiv. He would have this to be all their Work, 


there they ſet up their reſt, they are to dwell 


upon them, that if you would have them, there 
muſt have them; that tho' they may have to 

deal in ſundry Occaſions, yet all the Work of a 

Teacher is about Teaching, and of a Paſtor a- 


bout Exhortation. Now this word applying or 


attending, implies Four Things. 

1. They muſt attend to the raiſing of their 
Doctrine and Exhortation, and that will require 
their Attendance to reading: for a Man to raiſe 
a Doctrine and not nnderſtand his Text, he 
buildeth without a Foundation; therefore he 
muſt read the Scripture and learn the Senſe 
of it, and muſt withal attend to the State 
of the People which he is to teach and ex- 
hort. Prov. xxvH. 23. he wopld have them know 


the State of their Flocks, how much more ſhould 


a Paſtor and Teacher the State of their People? 


Exel. ui. 17, 18, 19. therefore it is neceſſary for 
them to watch aver them: Heb, xiii. 17. that 


they 


50 Chinch Order explain'd 


they may apply a Word to them according to 
their Eſtates. This is the firſt Thing; if a Man 
either miſtake, the State of his Text, Or of his 
Flock, he will ſpeak very impertinently to them; 
they muſt not come ey go ſudden Doctrine 
or Exhortation; for that which is ſeaſonable at 
one time, may be unſeaſonable at another. 
2. They muſt attend unto applying of their 
Doctrine for Refutation of Errors, for Reproof 
of any Corruption of Manners: The Teacher 
to the one of them, the Paſtor to the other, for 
there is a Difference between theſe two; for, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Timm, iii. 16. the Word js profitable 
for Re proc, for Correction, N e, that is, Re- 
proof of Errors #reyig3o0x, it is Reformation of 
1 and ſo they urge both; the Teacher 
preſſeth his Doctrine from manifold Scriptures, 
and Reaſons from Scripture, and the Paſtor 
preſſeth his Exhortation from ſundry Matters, 
and diſpenſeth ſundry Means by Which the Du- 
ties he perſuadeth them to may be perform'd: 
As alto it is the Duty of both of them (in ſpecial 
manner of the Paſtor) to comfort, when et- 
ther Doctrine is believ d, or Duty perform d. 
3. They muſt, attend to the Ratifying and 
Sealing of the Doctrine they teach, partly by 
diſpenſing the Seals of the Covenant, in Which 
are wrap'd up the Counſel of Gop. Math. 
XXVIii. 1. 9. They muſt baptize and teach; and 
therefore they that attend unto Doctrine, muſt 
attend unto the Sacraments, to ſeal unto the 
People the Doctrine they teach, partly by 
Diſpenſation of the Church-Cenſures, together 
with the Church; whatſoever is an Act of Rule, 
they muſt have a hand in it, tho' others joyn 
with them. 1 Tim. i. 20. Whom I. baue delivered 
unto Satan: He had a principal Stroke in it, to 
make the Church to do it, and he did it, hat 
"they wight learn not tu Blaſpl eme; and ſo he. Fatt 
2113 | 'S, . ca 
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oed his Doctrine; and:ſo for the inceſtuous Coe | 
n rbian, doth wind about him, and fend to the 
Church to excommunicate him, when they 
ere met together with his Spirit, and as tho? 
© Whe were preſent with them, x Cor. v. 3, 4. Both 
it 


Paſtors and Teachers have a Power to joyn in 
the Charct-Cenfures, 7 153-27 oe en ett oh 
4. They mult attend to the perfecting of the 
work they have in hand; for what is their Ex- 
I nortation, and Doctrine, and Sacraments, and 
eaſures, unleſs Gop's Bleffing; be upon them? I 
„Therefore they..muſt attend unto that which — 
oil perfect their Work, and that is Prayer, 
Avi. 4. They muſt attend to the Miniſtry 
f of the Word and to Prayer, that is their main 
work; Phil. i. 3. he never pray d, but he prayd 
„for that Church, Col. i. 3. 1 Well. i. 2, 3. 
1 Sam. X11. 23. Amongſt theſe Prayers you 
2 muſt put in your Bleſſings, Numb. vi. 23, 24, 
ag. this perfects the Work, for Prayer opens 
che Treaſures of Heaven for a Bleſſing: They 


— 


; alſo perfect their Work by their exemplary Con- 
erſation, 1 Tim. iv. 12. Attendance to their 
own Rule perfects their Work they have in 
d Hand: Na „ moreover: Paſtors and Teachers 
I naſt be willing to lay down their Lives for the 
n Confirmation of the Doctrine and Exhortations 
* Whey have given to their People, Phil. ii. 17. if 
d op call they muſt be willing to ſeal it with 
t their Blood; this perfects their Wo. 
g eu. It is an Uſe of Refutation of a double 
/ MWErcor: Some think that the Offices of Paſtor 
and Teacher are all one; others think that the 


Paſtors and Teachers may be diſtinct Offices, 
yet not both of them needful in every Congre- 
gation: Both of theſe are Errors, from that 
tormerhy deliver'd; for if Gop hath given ſome 
Paſtors, and ſome Teachers, and hath: com- 
manqded the Teacher to attend unto Teaching, 
casi | 


with. = #* ; 
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and the Exhorter unto Exhortation, then th 
are different Offices committed to ſeveral Per. 
ſons; they muſt attend to ſeveral Works, the 
Paſtor > Nr rige ; the Teacher to Doctrine: 
I may have a Gift for ſundry Matters, but 1 
am not bound to attend to any but that which 
is the principal Work of my Calling: Some Man m 
hath a Gift of Liberty, is he therefore bound to I at 
that only? But when a Man is bound to at- W tc 
tend to his Teaching, then that is a Thing 
that will take up his whole Work, and is hs Ne. 
peculiar Office, and ſo for the Exhorter. But 
what need both theſe in every Congregation ? 
Doth not the Apoſtle ſay, Gop hath fer them Ih 2 
in his Church: He means every particular 
Church. It is a maim'd Body that wanteth an 
Eye, or ſome other Member; ſo is a Church 
unleſs it hath all the Officers, it may be a MW ( 
Church, but not a compleat Church: Hath not 
every Church need of Light and Heat, and 
need to be ah and exhorted? The Paſtor 
and Teacher hath need both to be in the 
. Uſe. 2, To teach the Officers of the Church 
both Paſtors and Teachers, what is required ot 
them in their ſeveral Places, to teach, and ex- 
hort, and comfort the People of Gon. = 
Uſe 3. To teach the People of God, 1. Not 
to expect the like Meaſure of Gifts from all 
your Officers; if Gon hath» given different 
ts, you ſhould not then look that a Paſtor 
ſhould be ſo ready and ſtrong in Doctrine, 
nor from Teachers to be quick in Exhortations. 
2. To teach us to be ſenſible of our own De- 
fects: To what Pyrpoſe ſhould! Gop give us 
different Officers, if we ſtood not in fieed of 
them? What need Teachers, it we were not 
dark in our Underſtandings? If we were not 
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well? Therefore when you ſee your Officers, 
you may conſider your own ects in them. 
1. To conſider the marvellous Bounty of Go 
to us, that hath ſent Officers according to all 
our Neceſſities. 4. 'To teach you what uſe to 4 
make of your Paſtors and Teachers, whom yon 
are to chooſe to thoſe Places and Offices; repair 

to them for the Word of Truth and Goodneſs 
according to God, that they may direct and 
exhort you in the Ways of his Grace. mr 


An, Seeing the Kingdom of Gop is not of 
this World, but Heavenly and Spiritual, and the 
Government of his Kingdom is not Lordly, but 
Stewardly and Miniſterial, and to labour in the 
Miniſtry of Exhortation and Doctrine, is the 
proper Work of the Paſtors and Teachers, it 
remaineth therefore to be the Office and 
Work of the Ruling Elders to aſſiſt the Paſtors 
and Teachers, in diligent Attendance to all o- 
ther Aids of Rule beſides Exhortation and Do- 
arine, as becometh good Stewards of the Houſe- 
hold of Gor, As x. To open and ſhut the 
Doors of Gop's Houſe, by Admiſſion of Mem- 


* 


bers, by Ordination of Officers, by Excommuni- 


cation of notorious and obſtinate Offenders. 


2. To ſee none live in the Church inor- 


dinately without a Calling, or idle in their Cal- 
ling. 3. To prevent and heal Offences whe- 
ther in Life or Doctrine, that might corrupt 
their own Church, or other Chur alſo, if 
their Counſel be requir d. 4. To prepare Mat- 
ters for the Churches Conſideration, and to 
moderate the Carriage of all Matters in the 


hurch-Aſſemblies, aß to propound Matters to 


g Cheb - Onder explain d 


the Church, and to order the Seaſons of Speech 
and: Silence in the Church. 5. Finally, To feed 
the Flock of Gop by a Word of Admonition; 
and, as ſhe ſhall be call'd, to viſit and pray for 
char ſick Reerhren. 355} cot 3503-0: ah 
The Ground of all this is laid down in Row, Wb: 
Xii. 8. where the Apoſtle, beſides him that ex- WH 
horteth and teacheth, maketh mention of ano- Wa: 
ther Officer that ruleth with Diligence, and he WH 
is diſtin& from the Paſtors: and 97 and W 
that is the Sum of his Work, to rule with Di- 
ligence. Now becauſe this is a general Word, Wil 
to rule and hear, it is not limited, and to bring WM 
in an illimited Rule into the Church might oyer- {Wt 
throw the Eſtate of the Church ; it is therefore 
Tequiſite to enquire, What manner of Rule this 
is. For opening of which you herein anſwer to 
the-Queſtion, That the Kingdom of CHRIST is 
not of this World, but Heavenly and Spiritual: 
From whence it will follow, that the Rule com- 
mended to a Ruling Elder, is not a worldly Rule, 
not with State and Pomp, not a Rule that doth 
inflict bodily Puniſnments; this is the Rule of 
worldly Kingdoms, Now as Currst's Kingdom 
is not of this World, ſo is neither the Rule of 
his Kingdom, we ſay it is Spiritual: Is it then 
in ſuch Things as theſe Men may diſpenſe at 
their Pleaſure? Nat ſo; tor, as his Kingdom is 
ſpititual, ſo is his Government of his Kingdom, 
not Lordly, but Stewardly, Luke: Xii, 42. It is 
a Stewardly Officę; and there the Officers in the 
Church are not ſaid to carry the Sword as Ma- 
giſtrates, Rom xiii. 4. But to thee will. I give the, 
Keys of the Kingdom, Matth. xvi, 19, The Power: 
of the Sword is Princely and Lorldly, but the 
Power of the Keys is only Stewardly and Mini- 
ſterial; for ſo it was ſaid, the Keys of the Houle, 
of David were committed-to-Eliakim, Iſa. XXII. 22. 
and he was over zbe Houſe, Verf: 1, Which ae 
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of being over the' Houſe, is tranſlated” properly, 
. if. Steward * Houſe. So we er oper; 
laid for clearing of the Office of the Ruling EC 
der: It is neither after a wotldly manner, nei“ 
ther doth he rule with any illimitted Power, 
but he is to rule as becometh a Steward in the 
Houſe, not by the Sword, nor by his o/n Light 
and Direction given him by the Maſter of the 
Houſe, Marth; xxviii. 19, 20. They are to teach 
whatſoever CHRIST hath commanded them. 
Well then, What Kind of Government is this? 
It is not Worldly but Miniſterial, diſpenſing the 
Will of Cyur1isT: Is it then to attend upon 
the Miniſtry of the Word? we hear that to la- 

bour in that Work is commended to the Paſtors 
and Teachers, Tir. i. 5, 17. Therefore it doth. 
remain that it belongeth unto the Office of this 
; {WRuling Elder to aſſiſt the Paſtor and Teacher 
in all other Acts beſides. Now the Rulers Of- 
ce being Miniſterial, look what Things there 
„be that CnRIS T hath not made proper to the 
\ {WPaſtor and Teacher, they are communicable” co 
WW thoſe Ruling Elders: It is with the ruling Elders 
MW oow as it was with the Levites, Numb. viii. 19. 
f MW they are given to the Prieſts to aſſiſt them, but 
1 Wiome Things were reſerv'd to the Prieſts, and 
© ſome Things were communicated to the Levites; 
8 
3 
S 
p 
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they had indeed the Care of the Doors of the 
Tabernacle; but for offering Sacrifice it was 
not communicated to them, but reſery'd to the 
Prieſts only: So Attendance on Teaching and 
Exhorting, is the proper Work of the Paſtor and 
Teacher; but other Acts of Rule are as well 
communicated to Ruling Elders. - 

1. The firſt Act of Rule, is, To open and 
mut the Doors of GoD's Houſe; and of them 
to whom the Power of the Keys is committed, 
1 is generally inferr'd, that they have Power 
to open and ſhut, Marth, xvi 19. All the 1 5 0 
3 Ml oP bers 


* 


bers of * Church hang cp Inerel in th 
Power of the Keys; but it is ſpecially delegate 


Non of Members into the 
when Puul ſent for the Elders, he took his Leave 
preach' d; Act, xx. 28, 29. Take beed therefore 1 


2 Wolves will be creeping in among you. 


| che wa hes Gates of the King: 


Doors of the Tabernacle, that no nnclean Thing 


tion of God's ye For this we ſhall read, 


the Manifeſtation of the Spirit is given him to 


they will have a Gift to manifeſt the Work of 
Grace in their Souls; tho' ſuch ſhould not be 


. and diſcourag d. 2. "ny have Power 


to them that are Stewards a4 Office for Admiſ. 
C ur ch, that s, to 
open the Doors of Gop's Houſe. We read tha 


of them in a moſt Heavenly Sermon as ever he 


qorurſelyes, and to all the Flock Gon bath mad: n 
Overſeers of, &c. Wherein he doth lay a Caveat to 
them to take heed to the Doors of God's Houſe, 


his Charge lies upon all the Elders, And 
whereas it 1 {atd, Let bim rule with Diligence, it 
Help I. Watchfulneſs, and then Induſtry and 
to take heed ; ſet not open the Doors of 

om to let in al 
that comes. As the Leviten were to keep the 


ſhould come in, no unclean Tſraelite, no not the 
King himſelf, if he were leprous and unclean: 
And this is the firſt part of the Elders Office, to 
open and ſhut the Downs of God's Houſe, not to 
2dmit Hand over Head, all Comers whatſoever; 
but take heed no Wolf, no Hypocrite, no Car- 
nal Perſon may come in, till they be able to 
give an Account of their Faith, to the Edifica- 


that thoſe are Members fitted for the 
Church which are pr to manifeſt their Faith, 


ſpeak withal; ſo thoſe that tender themſelves to 
2 Fellowſhip with the Church, tho? you find 


that they have Grace, it is not ſufficient pre- 
ſently to let them in, but tarry a while, and 


too long delay'd, leſt they be roo much 


to 


the Saints. 
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to ordain Chiiycti-Offiers. 'x Ti. Hi xg.) The 


Hands of the 


8 


resbytery, are the Hands of the 


Company of Elders, Ad xiv. 23. thoſe Elders 


— 


are call d the Elderſhip, or Presbytery: So that 
by the fo Hands that they admit ſome into 
41 H 


urch-Fellowſhip, others they admit into Of- 


1 


fice in the Church. 3. They do ſhut the Dooas of 
Gop's Houſe b Excommunication of notorious - 
and obſtinare Off 8. 

gleck to bear the Church, let him be to thee as an Heathen, 
'&c, They are to deliver them to Satan, as Faul 


enders. Mat. xviii.17,18. If be ne- 


determin'd concerning the inceſtuous Corinthian ; 


now the Care of the whole Church is and ought 
to be, to ſee that they do not ſuffer amongſt them 
ſuch venomous Perſons as Would corrupt the 
whole Body ; but in fpecial-wiſe this Care be- 
longeth to the Elders, ſome ſingular Accompts 
lie upon them. CRRISTH JEsus writing an Epi- 
ſtle to the Churches of 4%, he doth in ſpecial 
reprove the Angels of the Churches, and thoſe 
doth he blame tor tolerating ſuch Things as 
Gov hateth. Now if they be principally and 
properly teprov'd by CHRTST for ſuffering ſcan- 
dalous Offenders, Rev. ii. 14, rg, 16, it is there- 


fore their Care to ſee that the Church be not 


ſcandaliz d with notoriouſly corrupted Mem- 


bers, it lies principally upon them that are to 


be Guides and Rulers 'in the Congregation of 


2. The Power of the Keys reaches further ; 


it doth belong to the Stewards Care to ſee that 
none in the Churches do live inordinately 
without a Calling, or idle in their Calling. It 


is the Elders Office to ſee that no Drone or 


unprofitable Servant be in the Church which 
may live of other Mens Labours. 2 Thefſ. iii. 


10, It. There the Apoſtle taxeth the Theſſalo- 

vians for a double Vice, ſome walked without 

Callings, and'others were idle in their Callings j 
8 75 | 5 II N a an 
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and this belongeth to the Elder eo ſee to the 
Aunenswent thereof ; it Is an AR of Rule. 
. Kthird Act cf che Elders Oikce is to prevent 
and heal all Offences in Life or Pockrine in their 
wn or other Churches, Rev. il. 14, 15, 20. The 
Angels; the Officers of In, no 7 Aretoſcethar 


ne: Balaamite, | no Nicolgitan, no | ezebel be in the 


Church; but ſuch they. are to hea), either by Ad. 
- monition, or elſe £0 caſt them out of the Chur ch k 
2 Zhefſ: v. 13, 44, This is the proper Character 
of the Elders Othee gif warning may heal a Vice, 

dot ko be cut off: but the 
ff it Warning or Rebuke heal not. 
The Elders are to feck to heal it; for if it be not 
.remov;/d:os reform d, it lies upon their Heads : 
And I pat it in that they are to help other 


are tobe cut off 


— 


* 


Churches alſo. if their Counſel be required. 
Churches may require the help of other Congre- 
gations to heal and remove the Offence that pe- 
Rers che Body, if they cannot do it themſelves 
When the Church at Antioch was troubled about 
the neceſſity of Circumciſion to Salvation, and 
they could not be ſatisfied in it, they ſent to the 
Church at FJeruſalem, and Apoſtles and Elders : 
The Apoeſtlés are not imploy'd as extraordinary 
Officers, but they carry all things in an ordina- 
ry courſe, and meet together with the Church 
to debate the Matter wick the Church- Aſſembly, 


o 


and there was much diſputing amongſt them: If 


they had ſpoken by Divine Teſtimony, what need- 
ded their. 7 . 2? the Word ot one Apoſtle 
might have quelled all Contradiction; but they 
ſend to them as to a Church, and it is a Precedent 
for other -Churches, .and therefore in that the El- 
ders are nam'd, it is their Care to look to ſuch 
Errors as ariſe in other Churches if they be re- 
quired; and it is alſo their Duty according to the 
Rule of CyrisT..to go-to other Churches and 
dcliyer their Minds, Ads xv. 22, there you gay 


4. a 
* 
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ſee that 5 onght to be the Care of che Eldets, 
and one Church over another; 1 0 as that 1 an 
Church ſhould ſend to them for their Count 
they are to do what they can for fe redre 
Errors amongft them, and they ſet in r 
der ſuch things, and "ſend clio bo ef Nein . 
mong themſelves unto other Congt Sek e as 
to anſwer by word of Mouth What Hatſi een a- 
gel upon: this belongeth to the Elders Office; 
but in caſe other Churches ſhould be careleſs of en- 
quiring after the Counſelof other Churches, it will. 
be the part of one Church to admoniſhianorher, 
out of the Liberty that one Church hath in an- 
other, and the neceflity that lies upon all to fle- 
glect no good Means to preſerve the Houſhold 
of Gop unſpotted. But how comerh it. to paſs 
chat all the Churches are called one Church? 
x Mar. xviii. 18. D6th it not ſnew thus much that -all 
. Churches have a like Poweriand that all Church 
t es ſhould have a like Care over one *anothers/ 
good? So this was propheſied of old of the Chureh- 


, 


585 


es of the New Tiff ment: Cant. vii. 8. Me have a lit- 
tle Siſter, and ſhe hath nο Breaſts,” &c. What if a 

Church hath 'no Breafts? and hat if ſhe ſhould uſe - 

; means, and not be able to procure. Breaſts? What 

b if ſhe ſhoutd be content to live without Breaſts, 

5 ſhould other Churches let ſuch a Church alone? 

f The Church doth com lain We have a Ale Siſter, 

: and ſhe hath no Breaſts ; * what fog We do for her? 

This is the mutual Care that one Churel ſhould” 

have of another: Whaterer Defects they ſee a 

| Church lie under, they may labeur to > apy 
them. It was Cas Profane ty rk that 
Am I my Brother's ＋ et nd-it ſavoureth of che 
Rancour of Ca irit to fay, What hath one 
Church to. dg wick another? Is it nothing i 
one Chürch wants Officers, Breaſts to give 
them 1 2 IH chers be in you” Spirits” S 
Alters, if the Blood of CAR If run in your: "il, 

H 2 | Veins, 9 . 
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Veins; you may not put off the State of other 
Churches, as impertinent to you. It is there. 
fore ee that are Officers in the 
Churches, for to be ready to help other Church- 
es if they do require them; 1 if they do not 
require them, yet by all Means what they can 


- 


to hel 
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4. The part of the Officers is to prepare Mat- 
ters 3 Churches Conſideration, and to 
moderate Matters in the Church-Aſſembly: 
Firſt, to prepare Matters for the Church's Con- 
ſideration, Ad, xxi. 18. They knew Faul muſt 
come before the Church, therefore they meet 
to prepare Matters for it, that he might not 
rolls an. Offenſiveneſs in the Church: When 
they meet together, the Elders are to take Care 
char Things might be ſo carry d thar there 
might be no Diſturbance, they muſt ſo fit them 
that there may be little Noiſe, and that the 
Church's Anſwer may be without Exaggerati- 
on, Contention and Diſturbance, that Things 
may; be order d with the moſt Care, with the 
leaſt Offence to Edification, and they are to 
order the Seaſons of Speech and Silence in the 
Church. Act, x1. 15. The Rulers of the Synagogue 
ſent, &C. fo that they open the Mouths of Men, 
and by the ſame Fower do alſo ſhut them 
again: They who call for Speech, pany call for 
Silence; he that ſhutteth he may allo open; 
he that openeth, may alſo ſhut : They alſo pro- 


pound Matters to the Congregation, Acts vi. 3. 
And what the Apoſtles did as Elders, the ſame 
feed the Flock of Gop with a Word of Admo- 

nition; For we heard before, that all the El- 

ders were to be apt to teach, and able to con- 


vince an Adverſary. Now. what Word. doth re- 


p them, and to reform what is amils 
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or Doctrine, for that belongs to the Paſtors 
nd Teachers; but the Apoſtle, expreſſeth it; 


here he diſtinguiſneth between them that la- 
jour and them that rule; now! them that la- 
our among 404, that is, your Paſtors and Teachs 
irs; and know them. that are over you that is; 
Four Ruling Elders : And what Werk do they? 
They rule principally by a Word ef Admoniti- 
Dn, .£ 

| an in his place to take up ſome Calling, and 
o be diligent in his Calling, to be able to 
each chis or that to be lawful or unlawful: 
his is he both able and fit for to do, and this 
he ought to do according unto Gob, Ads xx. 
1. Paul propounds his own Example to them, 
bow he ceas d not to warn them Day nor 
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Loi did but ſadly admoniſh thoſe lewd Perſons; 


8 ule? So that this is the Work of che Elders: 
e eo admoniſh the Church. Finally, when th 

0 re called for, they are to viſit the Sick Bre- 
e hren, and to pray over them, Fames v. 14, 15. 
e peing called for, they ought to ſpeak ſome Word 
„ of 7 See to the Sick, and to pray over 


them, and God hath promis d to heal them 
both in Soul and Body; the Projer of Faitb ſball 
ade the Sick. As for Anointments with Oil, it 


- I marvellous ſtrong Promiſe that is given to 
e che Prayers of the Elders of the Church; for 


o che Loxp did know that this Ordinance would 
be deſpis d, and to prevent it, the Lox y doth 
- nmarvelouſſy incourage them to the Uſe of it 
y the Promiſe of this very Blefling, that ' rhe 
oer of Faith: ſhall fave ib Sick ; and if be bath 
1 


ummitted Sins, they ſhall be forgiven: him ſo that 
3; 1 n 7 6 . | 4 1 it 
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Te. V. 12. Now. we beſeech you Brethren; & 6 


hat is, ſuch a Word that -warneth every 


Night with Tears; and this Warning is a prin- 
ipal part of Rule: And therefore when good 


gen. XVIII. 19. they ſaid, ſhall he judge and 


is ceaſed, as is the Gift of Miracles, but it is 
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it will be a wholſome Medicine both to Soul 

and Body: Not that Gop doth promiſe that 

| this ſhall ever be granted, for then Men fhould 
never die, when they ſend for the Elders to pra 
over them; but they ſhall find it to be a uſual 
' Blefling to the Honour of the Elder's Office, 
that at their Prayer for the Sick, the Lord wil 

raiſe up their Eſtate and Strength again, tho' it 

ſeems deſperate. Thus you ſee the whole Duty 

of theſe Ruling Elders, and how they are to 

aſſiſt the Paſtors and Teachers in all other Adds 

of Rule beſides Word and Doctrine. 

e x. From hence obſerve the great Bounty 

of Gor unto Paſtors and Teachers, that Goy 

hath not left them alone in the Church; as Mar- 

tha complains to Currsr, that Mary had left her 

alone to ſerve : The Miniſters of the Church 

have no ſuch Gauſe to complain; for as he gave 

the Levites to the Prieſts to help them in their 

Service, ſo hath he given ruling Elders to ſuch 

as' labour in the Word and Doctrine, that they 

might have Aſſiſtance from them in ruling of 

the Church of Gor. - V 

De 2. It may ſerve to anſwer a Cavil that 

ſome have againſt this Office, who ſay, That if 

Gop hath given theſe Officers to the Church, 

he would have then ſet down the Limits of 

their Offices, and not have ſent them forth 

with illimited Power. To which it is anſwer d, 

That their Power is ſtrongly limited, as a Ste- 

wardly or Miniſterial Power and Office. It s 

the Power of the Keys, which 'Crr1sr hath 

expreſs'd in his Word, and it conſiſteth in 

theſe Things that have been ſpoken of Gons 

Houſe, to open and ſhut! the Doors of Gov' 

Houſe, by Admiſſion of Members, Cc. (ut pri- 

xs) This is ſuch a Rule as is no ſmallhelp 10 

the Spirits and Hearts of thoſe that labour in 

Doctrine, and no ſmall help it is alſo * 
I whak 


1 


. 8 | PS 
£ 


| Goren. ce, a Duty lying upon all 
he Members: of. , the Church 'to {ſubmit them- 


are. to 

ands upon Officers: And think it not a hard 
Matter that they ſhould be thus careful of ſet- 
ing Men into their Callings: It is no Tranf- 
grelſion of their Bounds to prepare Matters for 
he Church, to moderate the Carria 


ection, and it will be then the Part, and Duty 
ff the People to ſubmit to their Elders in theſe 
Things. From this Ground it will appear to 
de a Iwerving from the Rule, for Men to give 
ay to. their Spirits and E0ngues to ſpeak in 
he Congregation, tho' their Matters be good, 
tore the Door be open'd by him that ma the 
eys, otherwiſe it is out of Order, they ought 
ot for to ithout the 
der; and if the Elder ſee that it tends to 


onfuſion and Diſturbance, he may as reaſo- 
ably. put an end to- it, as at firſt he opened a 


* 


Voor for it. 


Object. But ſuppoſe. that all | the Elder. be 1 the 


me Tranſgr Mon, and they will not bear any Ad- 


7 8 


e admitted into the Church, to lay 


| Dd. mode ge of Mat- 
ers in the Church-Aſſembly by their wiſe Di- 


ſpeak without the Conſent of the 


monition + - 


4 
* 


on Sick Perfons, that they muſt not ages t 
fend for the Elders of the Church; for v 
how ſtrong the Promiſe is, when they are ſe 


a: 
* 


the Church of Peter: Quk1sr alone and hi 
Church is King and Judge in ſuch a Caſe, the 
: doth- their Power return to the Church fron 
-whence they firſt-recety'd' it: But if the E 
ders be not delinquent, nor poſſeſsꝰd with am 
Ainful- Prejudice, then muſt they moderate th 
Carriage of all Matters in the Church-Afen 
'bly, vehcewide there would be no end of Speak 
7 and Confuſion, if every Man might ope 
A Floodgate of Speech when he would. kn 
when we ſee further what leth as a Duty uy 


op 


for in Faith with Expectation of a Bletling fron 
an Ordinance, and they pray over them in thi 
Name of the Lox ; and, laſtly, as Brethre 
ought to receive Admonition from the Hand 
any Brother, ſo ſurely they ought not to d: 
ſpiſe it from the Hand of an Elder. 1 Thef.! 
12, 13, 14. there the Apoſtle ſhews them hol 
willingly and ſurely they ſhould ſubmit to ſuc 
with due Attention and Reformation accordi 
to Goo. % 08 oy III OF n * 3 308 


© Queſt. What manner of Men hath God appoint 
to be called to the Deacons Offices??? e 


Anſib. Men of Gravity and good Report, n 
_ Con 


Word tranſ ate ef, grave, do 


Cov cronies, xv ful, N. e 
and, Wildom, holding the Myſtery ron 
ap, ee cience, keeping their ſnold in 
3. having ſuch Wives as 1 57 neither 
ee nor corrupt their Callings; not Slan- 
de ers, but Babes ſober, * faithful in all 
T ng. + Tor: 15: 54% 7 
Fxphcgt, (This full Defori 1 70 ol the State of 
he A 's.Spirit.1 1 reſsly-laid down in two 
places Seri ure, I. 1 — i 812. and "Att 
i. Hit, They mult be Men of Gravity; this 
To imply Three "hings. 
1. It is appos'd to Lightnels: A Deacon mult not 
bel ht in his Seltenes 1 his Speech and Ap- 
parel, but be; grave. 2. t. is oppos'd to Wan- 
tonnels,; they mu}, he: 1 retir'd, and, clean from 
all wanton. Dalliance, 3, Co clineſs, the Word 
ir be 1 12 1 e: BY 8 net 


13 55 = zenGons, 44500 e! A re- 


dt 'd of, a Deacon. Secondly, muſt be of 

Report, RA 1 $3 Mea 0 born wit⸗ 
ack To Ws, th E. rd (Kat rufe bet) 75 
they muſt carr 12 8 Report with them where- 
erer they are Known. ' Thirdly, They muſt not 


be given to Diſfimulation, not double-tongued. 


In Churches of great Multitudes, where many 
are to be maintain'd by, their Hands, he may 
promiſe ſomething to {ome which he may forget, 
or not be able to perform: is Word muſt be as 
his Oath or Vow: if it be gone Out of his, Mouth, 
It muſt, ſtand inviolably.: He muſt not pretend 
more Care for the Poor than there is Need, nor 


Promiſe that he is not able to perform. A Man 
ls $ double-tongu d two N 3 1. When his Heart 


differs 


\ 


affls' öl 


Grace is, the ſooner it is wreck'd, un 
| carefully handled and guided according to Gov. 
A Man is then full of the Horx Gnosr, when 
he doth not, content himſelf with Gifts, that he 
p Rady a a Gift of "ry and of Edification, a and 2 


his Tacks) 2. ben d Tong 
differs from his Tongue at ſeveral Times, w ng 
the firſt Thing was right and-true; He muſt not 


de given! to Wine; for fp he may come to waſte 


not only his own 'Efate, but the Stock of the 
Church, and that is contrary to the Spirit of 4 
S eward. Nor to Coretouineſs ; for that will 
overwork his honeff'Heart to divert the Church's 
Stock from the Church's: "Service, and to im 
it for his vwn Ends ; Therefore this is car ully 
to be ayoided; the are his Moral Vertucs. Now 
for his ſpiritual Endowments; He muſt be full of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and Wiſdom, Aas vi. z. He muſt be 

ul of the 75 Ghoſt : "Which implies, 1. 'That a 

an muſt be empty of his own' Spirit, for elſe 
he cannot be full © he Spirit of Gop.' A Veſſel 


cannot be full of Wine 104 Water too: There- 


fote he muſt be aui ec every Luſt, and of 
himſelf. 2. He muſt abound in all the Gifts of 
Go p's Grace, and not only be full of Gifts, but 
of the HoLy GnosT himſelf: For Gifts will 


grow ruſty, , dead, powerleſs, and unprofitable, 


and we ſhall turn them to our own Ends: but 
he muſt be full of the Hor x GHosrT, not full of 
Faith, Patience, '&c. but of the Spirit of Faith, 
and full of the SPTR iT of God, to put Life into al 
His Graces. 1 John iv. 4. Greater & he, &c. It is not 


his Gifts, but his Perſon : Rom. viii. . It is not 


Gifts that rais d Cunisr from the Dead, but the 


Eternal Spirit. Now then the Eternal Spirit of 


Gop muſt reſt in the Heart of a Deacon, a 
Deacon may be put to ſudden Expreſſions; and 
if he be not full of the HoLy Gnosr, he wil 
not well rule his own Gifts: The more pare an any 


els it be 


Spirit 


„ Tin, SO MH wu, a2, 
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50 f Dilig: ence, but when be pen 
or all t continu ries, 
rape For = the 1 = Hor, 7 878 If in 
\bundance of Gifts euer and I 
im ſenſible of my own re and In- 
ability to do any 18 dy then 75 I not only full. 
of the Gifts of Cop, ab Les u Gücer, 
to carry them an end with 3 10 | 
this implies. ſuch. a Strength of Grace and Sp pirit,. 
that it carries hin bore the World, 15 0 il 
Laſh above a Temptations, . all. Credit $0 IL 
eputation, and whatſocver he meets. withal,. 
$6 is carry 'd with full Sail ſteadily 420 
ſrongly to, 188 fl 's heavenly Kingdom ;. et tio. 
ever is put int 8 Hand, he is carry'd. an end 
with Speec rength, aboye all Hifficulties. 
+ A Man is el of the Horx Gnosf Pope 
F is ready. to utter SAT Things 1 a 
Occaſions ; .. For out. f the Abundance, * 
the Mouth ſpeaketh. © When a Man. is Full of the 
Hor r Gnosr, there is a Law of Grage in his 
Lips : And there is Reaſon that a Deacon ſhould 
be thus full of the Spirit; for many times che 
Miniſters may grow N 1 with whom they 
are to deal, who then ſhoul ſpeak 1 95 0 
Word of guickning to them; and alſo they are 
to deal With the Poor and With the Sick, and 
therefore had need to deal with their ouls as 
well as with 7x Bodies. Fob XxXil. I: Elibs 
when he was full of the Hol. L GrosT, c 0 could not 
OF his Peace, but muſt ſpeak. oy Man full 
of the Horx Grosr will nor re beck Perſons:; 
Deacon wi be apt to reſpect his Kindred, or 
Friends, | or. Countrymen, if he be not fy 
he Hol y Gnosr. The Leviies did not kno 
rofl own Fathers Fa, hey gg, 470 
115 Were then full. of the F oy Guosr. 
fan wich his. own Stock Sap lawfully 


hs toPer * | 2 0 . Oe. "ad ought 


have 2 
fo 


ta nora Pig Coe to the Stock of the 
_ Church > hit" Fg in the Hand of a Man de- 
dicated to Gop ; now his Hands are the 
Ho of” Gor; and the Hands of the Church, 
and therefore”, he diſtributes it According to 
rok As if the Horx Gros did it, 181 
ſpecting Perſons. (And full of Wiſdom: 5 here 
Was in the Apoſtles Time Re. need of Wiſdom, 
for they had the Charge of all the Member, 
of the. uy, they had the common Stock of 
all, and'therefore/were*ro provide fot all they 
Hal 'Chare A of,” | 11 therefore had need to 
hive the iſdom the Whole Church that 
they lg he diſtribüts an "equal Proportion to 
all; muy len the Church was not ſo poor 
but Meg wig ht diſtripute to the Minifters an 
*GOr, 10 er not ſe their whole Eſtates, 
then "21S Was there fleet of Wiſdom to > 
niſter the! i they muſt ſee the 
h 0 „ and relieve chr according- 
1 95 This Country, if the Deacons 
13 ave 4 publick Fiorſdenze, the poor Com- 
1 0 of tlie Church ma) much want; for it 1s 


r e and. wc — — — —6 6 Faw — — — 8 — 


# 4 * Fa 


5 nc to che F. 1 oy Bis own Bil, 
and not be diſquistèd in his Spirit; We muſt 

not ſerve Tables, faith the Apoſtle, but it is 
the Deacons Offict : The Hol x GrosT ſpeak- 
eth more of the Deacons than of Paſtors and 
Teachers; for they have not ſq much 1 5 ed of 
this ind of Wiſ lom as the Deacon hath; 
chekere they had need caſt an 135 to ſee 
What NES: able . „ and fo according) 
as. e h tay ie for Fes 

at they may b 30D, àn attend et 
2 7 wa © F op 


\ 


gere c 


reha {vg g the N ery, of Fat R 
vb Toute Conſcience:) Muſt he be fuch now will 
you. lay 90 The 990109 Doctrine of Religion i 
Myſtery. t to Hleſh and Blood: 5 Conſt; Cicnce. 

being a pure and precious Vella," the M ere 
of Faith ſhould be ſo kept, chat ide Na de 45 
exemplary in his Place 195 this as for iſdom: * 
And tie Reaſon is this, becauſe. that in the" 
perſecurion of the Churches the Deacons have” 
deen hunted after, partly to know what was 
the Churches Treaſure, that they might confiſ- 
cate it, and partly” becauſe they think them 
more excellent than other Men, being calbd 
to Publick Office; and therefore the. Deacons” 
have. been put to exquiſite Torment, as Lau- 
rence the Deacon, Cc. Now if a Man be cal- 
led to anfwer, "At had need to be a Man of 
Knowledge and Faith, and that in a pure Con- 
ſcience, for fo! he will daſh his Enemies and 
honour his Profeſſion. 2: He mult hold the 
Myſtery of Faith, that he may be able to ſpeak 
a Word of Edification to his poor Brethren, 

as well as miniſter” to their Bodies. Now for 
his Family-Gifts : © Firſt, He muſt keep his Houſe 
well in order; if his Children be riotous, his 
dervants diſorderly, it will weaken the Deacons 
Fidelity.: And beéſides, —. Perſons muſt be 
exemplary both in püblick and private walk- 
ing. For their Wives, they muſt be ſuch as 
may neither corrupt, nor diſhonour their Call 
ng, not Slanderers, grave, ſober and faith 
ful in all Things: | and not . K The 
Word i 15, not Der i, not unjuſtly accuſing F o 
Body, Hor "unſeaſonably doing of it: If on 

accuſe” another unjuftly, or without duè Order, 

the Deacon may O more remiſs in his Of-- 
bee to ſuch, 4 ſo a Woman may corrüßt 
100 diſhonotr ki s Calling ; ſhe muſt peak well 


F) een aud Siſters ; Tgrave] Th = 


A 


70 E * \ I IY 525g | n | 
muſt not be light in themſelves, nor in others. 
Eſteem, but reverent and grave ; [ſober] The 
Word is the ſame with Vigilant, x Tim, iii. 2, 
The Deacon's Wife therefore muſt be a good 
Houſewife, for elſe he may corrupt his Calling; 
the muſt be alſo ſober and moderate in Meats 
and Drinks, and humble and meek, not high, 
above Sobriety, above due Proportion and Mea- 
ſure: [and Frag in all Things} faithful to 
God, hetruits her; faithful © Men, they. dare 
truſt her; faithful to her Husband, faithful in 
Speech, in Carriage, not dealing unrighteouſly | 
with any Thing committed to her Hand, but 
hel ing orward her Husband in the Place Gon 
hath ſet him, - e ee OS: 
Uſe 1. It may ſerve to teach the Church of 
Gobp what manner of Men they are to chooſe 
into this Olice......And, > -: 


. 


2. It teacheth Deacons how they are to behave 
themſelyes whom God calleth to this Office, 
and what their Qualifications ought to be, and 
what they are to grow up wito, that ſo the 


. 


may faithfully diſcharge the Truſt that Gp We 


* 


his Church have committed to them. 


Queſt. bar i the Office of « D | 


— 


 Anſw. To receive the Offerings of the Church 
which are brought _ unto. them and laid 
down before them, and therewith to ſerve Ta: 
bles, diſtributing with Simplicity, not only to 
the Miniſters of the Church, but to any other 
of the Brethren, as their Need ſhall require, 
A8Ss vi. 3, 4. The Occaſion of their Calling was 
this: T e Apoſtles being ſent by CuRIs1 with 
Fulneſs of Power, being Paſtors, Teachers, El- 
ders and Deacons, finding themſelves burden'd 
with the Deacons Office, which was the loweſt 
Part of cheir ſpiricual Work, chey e 


0 


. E 
1 
1 5 14 
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hene yes of 
ſhould go to 


erve. Tables, therefore to ſerve 


at higher than the People, and every one 
Lrought his Offering and. laid it down at their 
Feet; and they. therefore recely'd ; they went not 
nor ſeek it where it was not to be had, but the 
Members. freely offer'd it, and what they of- 


old Temple, Luke, xxi. I, 2, 3. They caſt Mo- 


the Officers for that Service, Nehem. xii. 12, 13. 
There is ſet down what Officers they were the 
Gifts were brought and dilpos'd to, the Trea- 


their Brethren ; So David appointed Men over 
the Treaſury, 1 Chros. xxvi. 20, 26. And he gave 
Hlomon the Pattern of the Treaſury, 1 Chron, 
Mili. 11. The People brought their Offerings, 
and the Levites receiy'd and diſtributed them, 2 
Chron. XXX1. IT, 14. they were not exacted by the 
Levites, but brought and diſtributed as Need 


appointed his Diſciples. the Apoſtles for that Of- 
tice, who receiy'd the Contributions of the 
J Church, and therewith ſerv'd Tables; but when 
”. WI \eceſlity requir'd, they laid down that Office to 
2 Withers. To ſerve Tables, implies to miniſter to 


de Neceſſity of all their Brethren for then they | 


lad all upon the common Stock, and they had 


h nothing peculiar, becauſe elſe they could not 


E boride for the Congregation, tho a Part had 
| q been receiv'd, as Peter told Ananias. This there- 
lore was the Care of the Apoſtles, to ſee that 

4 frery Man's Table in the Congregation. was 
dad: Now left it might be chought * the 
85 | ame 
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Tables they laid down to the Deacons; what 
the Apoſtles did in that Office, they delegated 
wo them, As vii 4, Ff. It ſeemeth they 


ro call upon the People for ſuch, Benevolence, 


fer'd they took: Such was the Manner of the 


ſurer, Cc. and they faithfully diſtributed. to 


requir'd ; So in the New Teſtament, CAR Is firſt 


ney into the Treaſury, where it was receiv'd by | 


72 hs el 


** Courle, ſh ould be 0 
Chur hereft 15 . 0 Or of 12 800i . Fu 
the wy DF * et ces ; 0 110 the 
Churches 155 tlie. 6 Gents 005 Which bes rich,” ang 
Men might ep ropf 1 ety their Eftars 
and yet Malta hi Churs Y, they were com. 
manded to put into a 85 every Lord u- Pe 
what they laid aſſde for the Necellity of the 
Church, 5 Cor. Xvi, 2. and out of that they mY 
Fee 190 he Lok b's-Table, the Table a the 
ficers ah d. of, theit poor. Brethren of | their 
own-Chutch,”atid" other Churches, according 
to their Neceſlity. Now the Deacon in ſerving 
of Tables: muſt diſtribute in Simplicity, Rom, 
XII. 8. He that dliſtributes, c. which is the 
Deſcription of the Deacon. There is this Dif: 
ference between Diſtribution and Contribution; 
He that contributes gives his, Private Stock and 
Offering, into a common Trealury ; 'E but to di- 
ſtribute, is to turn a common Stock into Pieces 
and Parcels, . as every one hath need. This 
muſt be done with Simplicity, which implies 
Two Things (I.) It ſtandeth in Oppoſition 
to Reſpect of ' Perſons, ' that a Deacon ſhould 
not reſpect any for Country { fake, for Kindred 
Take, 885 diſtribute to every one as he hath need 
2.) 2 Cor. viii. 2. this Word Simplicity is there 
tranſlated Liberality, and 2 Cor. ix. 11. the ſame 
Word which is here tranſlated Simplicity, is 
there tranſlated Boumtifulneſi. A Deacon chicks 
fore muſt fiot diſtribute. with” Reſpect of Per- 
ſons : And alſo with a free and willing Spirit, 
without any upbraiding of any Brother or Of 
ficer in the Church, but freely diſtributing, 
according to the Will of Cu rsT and of his 
Church: The- Chearfulneſs of the Giver, . and 
the Readineſs of his Care in giving may exp! els 
much Simplicity. Now the Deacon is not only 
to diftribure to the Miniſters, tho he ne to 
i them: 


e 
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them: 2 Cor. viii. 15. and ſo they did in the 
New Teffament-; for if all the Church was ſupply'd 
by the Treaſurers, then much more the Apoſtles 
and Officers of the Church, 
Object. Gal. vi. 6. Let him that u taught in the 
d, communicate to him that teacheth him in all 
33 7 tt tn 

Anſw. The Word is not diftribute, but communi= © 
cate, that is, put it into a common Treaſury, . © % 

ö 


1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. There is Difference between 
Diſtributing and Communicating: To commu- 
nicate, is to lay a Parcel of the Eſtate into a 
common Stock, be ready to communicate; but to 
diſtribute is another Thing, which they may 
have Occaſion to do here and there as they ſee 
any have Need, of that which is put into the 
common Stock; and therefore the Apoſtle's 
Meaning, Gal. vi. 6. is not to diſtribute, but to 
communicate according to a Man's Eſtate and 
the Churches Occaſions. 1 Em. v. 17. There is 
a Care to be had of the Officers of the Church; 
that which is given, muſt be given as an Ho- 
nour. and Due, not grudgingly, but freely and 
readily.; . thoſe that are Officers muſt live of 
their Labour: - Beſides, the Officers are to di- 
ſtribute to every one according to his Need and 
Uſe, not only Neceſſity, but according to his 
expedient Uſe, Ad, iv. 35. This was never — 
counted Alms in the Church, or Mercy, but a \ 
Matter of Juſtice and Equity, whether to their 
own Church, or the Members of other Church- 
es in their Need, with Conſent of the Church, 
Rom xv. 26,27. The Apoſtle giveth. this Con- 
tribution a, Name far off from Alms or Charity, 
for he calleth it a Service and Grace of God to 
be able to communicate to the Neceſſities of the 
Church, 2 Cor. ix. 12. and viii. 19. 
e x. To teach you a true Diſcerning of the 
Corruptions that have been brought into the 
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Ge mh 1 i AW c pins 
the A elves {11 th at in the 
h th 7 WI {5 ö ES ch. 
Fi es a. be 5 re rich, and 


en might 88 their ir Ege, 
et mah tal the Church, 19 0 were com. 
manded to put into a Stock every Lord .Do), 
what they 45a. aſide” for the, Neceſſity of the 
Church, 5 Cbr. Xvi, 2. and out of that they i 
prepare fe the Ford! Table, the Table ef the 
ficers And of, theit poor. Brethren of | their 
own- Chutch, and other Churches, according 
to their Neceflity, Now the Deacon in ſervin 
of Tables: muſt diſtribute” in. Simplicity. Rom, 
XII. 8. He that diſtributes; &c. Which is. the 
Deſcription of the Deacon.” There is this Diſ- 
ference between Diſtribution and Contribution: 
He that contributes gives his Private Stock and 
Offering into a common Treaſury; but to di 
ſtribute, is to turn a common Stock into Pieces 
and parcels, as every one hath need. This 
muſt be done with Simplicity, which implics 
Two Things; (x.) It ftandeth in Oppoſition 
to Reſpect of Fr that a Deacon ſhould 
not bn ect any for Country fake, for Kindred 
fake, bc Aiftridute to every one as he hath need. 
(2.) 2 Cor. viii. 2. this Word Simpliciry is there 
tranſlated Liberality, and 2 Cor, ix. II. the ſame 
Word which is here tranſlated Simplicity, 1s 
there tranſlated Bountifulneſs.” A Deacon there- 
fore muſt not diſtribute with” Reſpect of Per- 
ſons: And alſo with a free and willing Spirit, 
without any upbraiding of any Brother or Ot- 
ficer in the Church, but freely diſtributing, 
according to the Will of CurrsT. and of his 
Church: The-Chearfulneſs of the Giver, and 
the Readineſs of his Care in Bin may Tai 
much Simplicity. Now the Deacon js not only 
to > diſtribute to the Mimiſters, tho; he 1 
; them: 
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them; 2 Cor. viii. 15. and ſo they did in the 
Neu Teftament-; for if all the Church was ſupply'd 
by the Treaſurers, then much more the Apoſtles 
and Officers of the Church, , © 
Objeck. Gal. vi. 6. Let him that is taupht tn the 
Word communicate to him that teacheth him in all 
good n Reg 2K N | 
Anſw. The Word is not diſtribute, but communi- 
cate, that is, put it into a common Treaſury, 
1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. There is Difference between 
Diſtributing and Communicating ;: To commu- 
nicate, is to lay a Parcel of the Eſtate into a 
common Stock, be ready to communicate; but to 
diſtribute: is another Thing, which they may 
hare Occaſion to do here and there as they ſee 
any have Need, of that which is put into the 
common Stock; and therefore the Apoſtle's 
Meaning, Gal. vi. 6. is not to diſtribute, but to 
communicate according to a Man's Eſtate and 
the Churches Occaſions. 1 Zim. v. 17. There is 
a Care to be had of the Officers of the Church; 
that which is given, muſt be given as an Ho- 
nour and Due, not grudgingly, but freely and 
readily.; thoſe that are Officers muſt live of 
their Labour: Beſides, the Officers are to di- 
tribute to every one according to his Need and 
Uſe, not only Neceſſity, but according to his 
expedient Uſe, Acts iv. 35. This was never - 
counted Alms in the Church, or Mercy, but a 1 
Matter of Juſtice and Equity, whether to their 
own Church, or the Members of other Church- 
es in their Need, with Conſent of the Church, 
Rom xv. 26,27. The Apoſtle giveth this Con- 
tribution a Name far off from Alms or Charity, 
for he calleth it a Service and Grace of Gop to 
be able to communicate to the Neceſſities of the 
Church, 2 Cor, ix. %% Aa 


+ Uſe x.. To teach you a true Diſcerning of the 
Corruptions that haye been brought into the 
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| Offi in rad of BYHf, Whettih ir bath been 
| Pen b Pea, and baptize ſeme to 
ale Nea, Feel tue the Officers of the Church, 
hes the Church. itſelf, [o that very few of them 
have a Hand in fervilig Tables, a Burden Which 
the Apoltles' percelt they were not able to 
bear, that is beyond the Inſtitution of CRI87, 
and "therefore in Invention of Man's Brain, 
80 wilt never do- Gobd, to the Church ot 


OD... 
. Objett, fats 1 7 5 pte, Ads vii 
2 22s 3 13 13. and. 7 5. "why might. he wer 400 be 4 


Ruler 
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„ lle Was not bnty 4 Descoft but when 
the Gee was laid aide by reaſon of the Perſe- 
ution, then G0 p cal him forth to be an 
775 Ek Acts XXI. 8. and therefore he 27 
l 


A attern for Deacons in Other Ages 
Is a like Abife, that in ſome Churches they have 
inſtead of th hefe Collections for the Poor, who 
receiye not the Contributions, but gather them 
25 diſtrain for them, and- that not for the Mi- 
1 rs, but for the Poor only; this never doth 
RES in the e Church; but it falls out that all 
the Colleions made by the Church, Will not 
mal tain, the Poor of hs Church; but they are 
forc'd to beg abroad ; Gov marvelouſly beareth 
Witneſs t to 3's own Ordinance, that either there 
mall be no Poor, or if there be, God ſo bleſſeth 
his own. Ordinante, that 4 little Church hath 
well; provided for all her P Poor ; yea, ſometimes 

to 388 7 of Neighbbit*Congregations. 

1 05 o teach Deacons. to caſt about how 
EAI of che . may be ro- 
13 5 51100 18 not only che 8. Table, and the 

Officers Table, bur alſd the Tables of the poor 
4 Brethren; who the they make not known their 
. Neceffity, yet the Deacons Care ſhould be to 
te chat they be provided for of Things fufh- 


cient 


1 
W 5s 


Do 
\ * - 
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cient for this natural Hſe, and therefore to pro- 
17 that they may 785 Gardens, and planting 
Grounds, c. by W. Wh che 7 ight'live. © 

U 3. 2 J dae Nah bers of the 895 
that ought. to have a Fx, 10 5 another, BE 
that there WY never ant P Proviſion in the Dea- 
con's Hands to Be a for all the Tables! in the 
Churches, and to Fe that there never Want Bread 
n Gov's Houſe, and then Gop hath promis d, 
„Al. ili. 9, 10, a that He will open theWindows 
of Heaven, an d pour in a Bleſſing. It is for K 
med of hi = * £0 ſee to the Treaſury of 
che Churches, Gal. vi 10. that. ſo no Member of 
ci Clutch ot want nyenjent Supply ;. and 
where there is Meat in Gor;s Houſe, there thall 
never want! cat A. ay Man's Houſe: He is a 
faithful G0 0 D 


— 


as Af 


ven, CC. 
Uſe 4. To provoke x he Deacons, when Strat- 
gers come over from other Churches, to ſee that 


— 1 — — 0 


Our Congregations eſpecially whey. there! is on- 
e , Os rages 


. 


fi Yes 8 to TEN Rrechrda'h in „Me 
ut that "Part of their Office they chiefly per- 
form by. the Hand of the Widows choſen into the 


r we CDP EVP 


or Servants of the Church : The Deacon is to 
thew Mercy with Chearfulneſs, Rom. xii. 8. He 


ery, hut- beforehand prevent. them with ſome 
ſeaſonable- Relief as way ſave them out of the 
Hand of ſuch Extremity. A ſmall Matter will 


* 3 2G A& , „ „ @dNL © — 


3 


e hath ſaid it ; Hove me 
now and. ſee, i Pr I ” yot 115 the Hindus ff. Hea- 


none of them want, convenient Harhour' among 


Number, who are therefore call d the Deacons 


A not ffay till his Brethren be in extream 


Kireogrhen an Houſe W. en it is under-ſhooted, 
K 2 . 
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but when it is down, then a great Matter wil 
not do it; So it is with à poor Brother's Eſtate, 
therefore in ordinary Courſe, Diſtribution in 
Time ſhould prevent it; but the Members will 
be ſick, and ſometimes ſick of long Diſeaſes; 
and poor Brethren will be ſick as well as rich, 
and then there is Room for ſhewing of Mercy; 
but where there is no Miſery, there is no need of 
Mercy, but when Danger, long Sickneſs, Dan- 
er of Death, extream Want falls upon Brethren, 
then muſt the Deacon ſhew Mercy, and that 
with Chearfulneſs: that is, not grudgingly, nor 
of neceſſity. That word Chearfulneſs implies, 
that whereas the Brother ſtandeth in need of 
9 the Church's Love in way ef Mercy; this Chear- 
=. fulneſs diſtributes it readily, freely, joyfully, 
4 and not rejoycing in his Miſery,” but in that 
| he hath to relieve him withall : This Grace 
adorns a Chriſtian much. Mich. vii. 18. Gop 
deſcribes himſelf by it, that he delights in 
j i he hath occaſion to ſhew Mer- 
Cp, that is the Work he delights in; tho! the 
ji the Sins of his People be” many, and his 
Anger is provoked againſt them for tlie 
ſame, yet he ſheweth Mercy, and that 
with Delight in it. Luke xv. 20. The Fa- 


to meet his Son and kiſſes him. When the 
Soul is very unfit to receive Mercy, then he 
runs to his Son and kiſſes him: And that 
which Gop ſheweth to his Sons in Miſery, he 
calleth us'to ſhew the like, that ſo we may 
be like him'; and the Reaſon is great that the 
Church offers in ſhewing of Mercy, that they 


| ſhould do it with Cheartulneſs. r. God's Ex- 


ample requires it, as you ſee before. 2. The 
Brothefly Affection that ſhould be between 
the Members of the Lord JxEsus, oe 5 
54% . 4 1 A 1 4 k | . 2 — 2 | 2 a | e. 


ther was moved with Compaſſion, and fan 


IT 
"© . 


rang Nene, 77 


vil ame. How buſy is every Member of the Body 
te, to procure Help and yy to any Member wy 
in Wiandeth in need? Now Gqp calleth us to be 
ill Members of one Body, and commendeth this 
; work of Mercy to the Deacons, and they ſhould 
h, come readily and cheartully to ſhew Mercy to 
y; Withoſe that are in Miſery. 3. From the great 


Recompence that GOP pores upon his 
Church and the Officers, when he ſeeth them 
n, doing of Works of Mercy with Chearfulneſs. 
a» Meß. vi. 7, 8. Gor careth not ſo. much for a 
r Thouſand Sacrifices, but that he loveth that 
s, Men ſhould love Mercy, and be diligent to 
ok fiew it. But this Part of the Office, Cc. 
1. v. 9. and theſe Widows are taken into 
„the Number of the Deacons. The Apoſtle ſpeak- 
eth not of Widows to be reliev'd, for fo a Wi- 
dow of Thirty or Forty may ſtand in need by 
Sickneſs, or any other Miſery ; but of ſuch Wi- 
dows as are choſen . into the Number of thoſe 
that are to ſhew Mercy with Chearfulneſs, and 
theſe are the Widows or Servants of the Church, 
Rom. xvi. 1. it is tranſlated Servants, but the 
Word is Deacons; there was a Church at Cen- 

chrea an Haven by Corinth, and Phebe was a Dea- 
con there, and the Servant of the Church im- 
plies the Thing: For a Woman may not teach 
nor rule in the Church, and therefore ſhe muſt | 
be a Deaconeſs ; And the Apoſtle giveth her 
this Teſtimony, that ſhe had been a Succourer 
of him and of others alſo. Now this ſuccour- 

ing is to. thoſe that are caſt down by Sickneſs 
or Sores, to look to them, and to provide them 
Tables ; and none are fo fit for this as skilful, 
5 and compaſſionate Widows ; they are fit. 
to miniſter Succour to poor Brethren,' to them 
that haye none of their own Kindred to pro- 
Vide for them and relieve them: Such are to be 
faken into the Number of the Deacons ; this 


Th ©? 
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was the Practice of the Primitive Church | 


to be choſen into this Number 2 "aft 


Anſ. Ancient Widows of ThreeſcoreYears of Ape 
well reported of for good Works, for Nurſing d 
their Children, for Lodging of Strangers, Waſh: 
ing the Saints Feet, for Relieving the Aftlicted, 
for diligently following of every. good Work 
. v. 9. Hirst, N muit be Threeſcore 
Nears old, and the Reaſon is, 1. Becauſe they 
mult be dedicated to the Church's Service; for 


an thoſe hot Countries many were lick of Peſti- 
lential Fevers : Again,. they were often in Wars, 
And ther efor e many poor 8 might come 
home maim d, as alſo many were call'd before 
Judgment-Seats, and there beaten and diſmem- 
ber d, and ſo needed Succour. Now therefore he 
would not have her that is choſen into the Ot- 
ice to have an Husband, for ſuch have Families 
of their own to look unto: And ſhe muſt be one 
that is paſt, Marriage; for when they are call'd 
to an Office, they ſhould not eafily lay it down 
again: And this Reaſon the Apoſtle giveth ; for 
the younger Women wax wanton againſt Chgisr, 
1 and will marry: TREE having many Pagans about 
ttem, the young Women taking Affection to 
them, they would leave their Faith and their 
Office to marry them; therefore he would have 
them be paſt Marriage. 2. From the Vanity 
that would befal younger Women; if they had 
no Imployment ot their own but only publick, 
they would then be fit for the Devil's Work, 
they would go about from Houſe to Houle, and 
be Buſy-bodies; but elder Women would be 
-grayer than to talk of every Thing they ſee, 
and cherglore he would Hape rhem ke be Three” 
My: eee GEE POLY cer 
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wit Nears old. Now there are Four Things 

cddir d of theſe Widows. f. Diligence. 2. Ten- 

lerneſs of Affection. 3 Lowlineſs in Mind. 

\ That ſhe diligently follow every good Work. 
. Diligence. She muſt be a painful Woman, 

and take Pains about a ſick Body, and therefore 

he Apoſtle would know whether they bad nurs'd 


ved 


e eir own Children or no: For many Women 
0 Will not, tho' Gop give them Breatts, they 


will not have their Sleeps: broken, neither can 
they tarry 10 vi at- Home; but if a Woman 
cannot endure to do ſervile Offices to her own 
reg children, ſhe will never endure to do Service td 
eder Bodies; therefore ſhe muſt” be one that 
er bach nurs'd her own Children. 
2. Tendernefs in Affection to thoſe that are 
n Miſery ; ſhe ſhould be full of Courteſy to all, 
of Mercy to thofe that are poor and in Mife- 
ry : Therefore the Apoſtle would know whe- 
0 155 ſhe had 7 0 or no. There is 
not the pooreſt Woman but, be fhe loving, at 


WY one Time or other ſhe ſhall have Strangers: And 
0 2 Deaconefs mult not be churliſn nor covetous 


ber it fo, they that are ſuccour'd by her will find 
but little Mercy, and ſlender Proviſion, ſhe will 


„bert the Church's Portion, and which the 
Deacons commit to her, to herſelf ; therefore 
þ ſhe muſt be one that hath entertain'd and 
% bog d Strangers. But the Apoſtle would further 
ir bow whether ſhe reliev'd the Afflicted alſo, or 


evo; for a Man may lodge Strangers for his own 
Honour's Sake; but to relieve the Afflicted, ar- 
4 ues not only Courteſy but Mercy alſo: And 
meretore when 1uch are in Office, they will do 
it with more Mercy. You will ſay, By this no 
d bor Woman fhall be call'd to this Office; for 
e WI icy can relieve but few. True, Poverty is a 
ö great Hindrance'nnro it; but the poor Widow , 
Which caft more into the Treaſury than all = 
6 | . | | TIC. 


* 
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rich Men did, ſhe may have her oor Mites 
Suppoſe ſhe hath no Money, yet ſhe can tend 
them, provide their Diet, and do ſuch.-lile 


Things for them; And is a Woman ready to do 


this? Some may relieve with Money, ſome with 


Apparel, ſome with Counſel, and that the poor- 
eſt may do. * Courteſy and Mercy is the ſecond 
Property which is requir'd in a Widow to be 
choſen into the Number of the Deaconeſles. 

3. Lowlineſs of Mind: Therefore faith the 
Apoſtle, if ſhe hath waſh'd the Saints Feet, Gen. 
X1X.2. and xliii. 42. and xxiv. 32. And this Carr 
charges upon Simon, Luke vil. 44. that he had 


not done unto him. In thoſe Countries the 


wore no Stockins and Shoes, but Sandals ty 
about the bottom of their Feet; and their firſ 
Entertainment was, when they came to any 
Place, to waſh their Feet: Therefore the Wi 
dow muſt be ſuch an one that hath waſh'd the 
Saints Feet, and muſt do any humble Service to 
them: This is not uſeful in this Country, but 
implies, ſhe muſt not skue at any poor Service, 


or fulſome or mean Office that may concern the 
Comfort of a weak or ſick Brother. 


4. She muſt be diligently following every 00d 
Work; this is not every good Woman's Care 
and Practice: There is not any Conference but 


ſhe will be one there, not any Day of Humilia- 


tion but ſhe will be one at it; this is the main 
thing he commendeth, ſhe muſt be one of the 
foremoſt at every good Work, and ſhe follows it 
on till it comes to ſome Perfection: this Woman 


Is fit for this Service, this is a Work of Fruit- 


fulneſs and Godlineſs, nay, ſhe muſt be well re- 


ported of for all theſe : for many an one is giv- 


en to theſe things, but is not known ſo to be; 


therefore ſhe muft be known; that is required 


of all Officers, of Elders and Deacons, and fo of 


Widows, Publick Officers of the Church mw 


_ 0 r — il. „ 2 
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be of good Report, of a,go0d Name and. Far 
for that is the Honour of. the Led 58 "= 
CxnrsT; this: good Report is the. Sete 
and Badg of a Godly Soul; fo. much 
there is in the Heart, ſo much ood; Repor L 
there is of a Man in the Mauths, of Meg. Heb. 
xi. 2. Faith and the Fruits of Faith brought the 
Elders unto a good Report; and the ground of 
this is, no Man Hveth by Faith, but he liveth by 


Cunisr, and honoureth him; and the mote a 


Man honoureth Cukisr, the more will Cunisr 
honour him; and therefore a faichful Chriſtian 
never wants a good Report, but he is a Crown 
of Glory, where- ever he doth come: le walks 
in an hübie Frame, for that is the Life of Faith, 
and fruitful. unto Men, and thus he cometh to 


have a good Report, and then will Crzisr have 


no Diſnonour by Adminiſtrations: They that 
ſpeak Exil of ſuch a Man, their , own Conſcien- 
ces bear witneſs againſt them, and therefore 
theſe Wide ws that are to be choſen to this Of- 
fice, are to be well reported of: They that ſpeak 
ill of ſuch Men as are humble 5's fruitful in 
their Courſe, and do all for the Glory of Caris7, 


. 


they are either brutiſhly 8 gr uch as ſin 


maliciouſly,, againſt the Holy Ghoſt,” Humility 
and Love never went without a good Name 
from the beginning of the World, nor never will 
to to the latter end of the World. 
_ Uſe 1. This doth, reprove the Popiſh manner 
of their; kind of Cloiſters,; for this place of the 
Apoſtle was the Foundation of their Nunneries. 
When the Apoſtle ſaid they muſt be of three- 
ſcore Years of Age, a Council afterwards de- 
creed they ſhould. be forty Years old: After- 
terwards becauſe the Apoſtle ſaith, ſne muit be 
one that hath been the Wife of one Man, there- 
fo re they thought Virgins would be better, for 


that State was more han ole dran Marriage, 
f 8 * As and. 


ien as 


nk ; 

. 82 Obit 29 j axplaintd = 
Wa e eng it witch of the Npbfile, 10, 
1. 30 th- nor bi Virgin in Mary; 
755 err” &c. But then thieſe are not fit to tend 
ck Pans: And then that flew in their Con- 

jefle V to make that g00d, ſhe maſt be tbree- 
ſcore'Neitrs Old, and therefore they oradin'd a Prio- 
ceſs, An Antient Woman to be over all the reſt; 
and gecauſe cheſe could net tend the fick Per. 
ſons , therefore they mould help the Church with 
theif "continual Prayers, this is the- Order of 
their Cloiiter-Virgins, and this is che Deluſion 

16 8 the Deyil büiſt upon this ſacred: Ordi- 
Hande, thſtead of Holitnels they have become 
= Sinks'of a all Undcanneſs and\Abominiitions, 
| _Uſe 2. ' Obferve What is the Hendur nr 
reſerveth for the beſt Wonen: Suppgſe that ſhe 
hich nuxſed her Children and lodg'd Strangers, 
&c. lay ſhe be wel reported of for g d Works ; 
this 18 he 4 um of het Preferment. CRRIST call 
eth ler when the is tfrecſcore Years Old, to 
Work, And to miniſter to the Church in the 
home lie : Office, to betheRight-hand of the Dea- 
con in n Mercy with ctiearfulneſs, Some 
that Were © high-ſpirited--wwould think within 
Thebes, Fe Mori tb "that have done thut 
and Thas now come to this, how would their 
Spirits rife in Indignation Againſt GODS Ordi- 
Hance? but Godt inketh he doch us the 152 eat- 
eſt Honour when he | treth us into any Office; 
to be put Into a Spitkle to tend upon 1 Per- 
ſons, ittle do Men think what Honour G0 
then putteth upon them: it is great Honour to be 
doing good: If you 'haye een diligently fol- 
Towing every good Work, you are at the laſt " 
Hitter to be ie into this W Wark, Luke "xvii. 7, 8 
9, 10. It is CRRISs T that is to eat and drink in 
theſe poor Lazarss's ;' he'is'to be waſned: 2 
that is wearied in the Field of 1 
threeſevte Years as wth let her berake herſc 


8 
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Works,. ſo your ſhall haye 3 B Faris 1 
| d Aa 3 Vrael; . e Dab. 
ur en 
not icorg A 8 this Oe, 108 6 8 7 


it bas the faireſt 8 in her Gar axdep e ig 


Mor 
hae if che Lell O's of che 
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ficers you yet want, you haye yet none BSD 
Widows, the Church - hath ſometimes need 
ſuch, and great need too, or elſe GO Would 
not have . the Office: Many come from 
the Ships ſick, and have no Servants, and we 
way have amoogſt us many f our 0Wn N 
ſick to ba looked unto, therefore, we deſire or 
of Go p, that he would ſupply. us with: ſuch 
due time, of ſuch Years and Strength as ma T7 
fit for this Employ ment ; and alſo you ſee Whom 
and what rden 7 Perlons 70u 37er chooſe 
unto this.x _ the Ghurch,, i111 2 

- Uſe gi Women what 309 - callerh 
them 29 0: Gen le ether a Woman gurſe 
er Children or no, it helps you to euren 
in Gon Eye; they mall not put gut. their 
Children, i Go Þ give Strength neg ADE 
to themſelxes ;loye  Holpialicy, 07 19955 
and Sandi. but to Strangers alſo: He 8 
Affickad, relieve them with Ycur err 115 


Apparely:chink not {cory to do 30 NOIR of Lo 
ve by Faith, grow humble 4400 ber in 4 


ot e Emperor did not di Gain it, 


vice ; 1 Will add nr "Comfor t in this 
World,” "20d. <3 their W of Glory A the 


may teach you 
6. ould 


84 Church-Ofder ex 
8 7 ; . * f . 


be thus qualified, what ſhould be the Spirit of 
other Officers, whom Go p calleth to higher 
Places in the Church? And whatever their Em- 
ployments be, yet ſhould their Spirit be honou- 
rable. The Definition of thie Cnurch hath been 
laid open, and the Diſtribution of it into the 
Integral Parts, which are the Officers of the 
Church, and the Members of it. Of the Off- 
cers of dhe Church, their Qualifications; and ſe- 
veral Duties, hath been ſpoken hitherto,” 
an neee ene, aan 
Queſt. Phat manner of Men are they whom Gon 
bath appointed for to be received as Brethren and Mem- 
oO (SH 8h. BIWTIOUGIAB EIS EDO T0267 4.3 
.- Suck as are call'd of Gop out of the 
wv unto the Fellowſhip of *Jesus CnrtsT, 

and do willingly offer and joyn themſelves, firſt 
to che Logp, and then to the Church, by Con- 
fenen of their Sins, and Profeſſion of Faith, 
and laying hold of his Covenant. 
ere is a double Qualification: 1. They are 
ſuch as are call'd out of the World to the Fel- 
wihip of Js us Cnzisr. 2. They that wil⸗ 
103577 offer and joyn themſelves, firſt to the 

Lok pb, -and then to his (hurch. For the firſt, 
it appears from the ordinary Notion of the 


j 


# tf * 


bg 


Word Ereleſia us d for à Church, which is a 
Company” of Men eall'd out: The Church 1s 4 
Congregation as they are met to ether in 2 


Body, but Eccleſia, as they are a Company cal- 
led Lom Gon 5 of che World; ſo are they 
ſtyrd Rom. 1. 6, 7. and he tells you to what you 
are calbd, 10 rhe Fellowſhip of bi Som, 1 Cor. 1. 9. 
They are calfd out of the World, Acts ii. 40. 
When he calleth them to be Members of the 
Church, he ſaith, Save yourſelves out of the 18. 
Nor ant or N ee World, for ſo all the Wor 
herh eicher in Ignorance or Malignancy, 1 I 


inn way of Ce, 85 


10% Save yourſelves from ſuch: And they are 
i'd out by the Miniſtry of the Word and 
icit of GoD, and they are knit into the Fel- 
whip of JesUs Cu RIS T, as He is the Head 
his Church, 1 Cor. xii. 12. CHRIST, to whoſe 
dlowſhip we are knit, is not of one Member, 
mn of many, and they are called one Carr 5 
ey are joyn'd to Cu is, not as the Hair to the 
ead, but ſo as to be knit alſo to the reſt of the 
embers. - That they are ſo call'd out before 
hey are Members appears by this, Saul was cir- 
umciſed and an Hebrew, and was call'd out; tho? 
he Church knew it not; and when he aſſay'd to 
in himſelf to the Church, they were afraid of 
im, not knowing that he was a Diſciple. K 
diſciple is not one that heareth one Leſſon only, 
ut a Diſciple is a conſtant Hearer, and one that 
akerh himſelf bound to take out all the Leſſons 
hat he heareth, and to ſubmit to the Difeipline 
{ the School. They doubted Faul was not ſuch a 
Diſciple that was a conſtant Hearer of Go 's 
ord, or if he were, yet that he was not one that 
ubmitted himſelf to the Diſcipline of the School 
if Chriſt, therefore they were afraid of him. The 
urch may not receive any one that is circum- 
led, if he be ignorant, or hath not pres fan 
n Fellowſhip to Chriſt, and ſubmitted himſeli un- 
d him; he muſt be a Diſciple, a conſtant Hear- 
r, an obedient Learner, and one that ſubmits 
0 the Diſcipline of the School of CRRTST, ſuch 
an one ſhould be receid. But it may fall out 
Men may in Hypocrify hear conſtantly, and 
practiſe what they hear, and profeſs Subjection 
to the Diſcipline of the Church; therefore tho 
mis be enough for the Church to receive, yet 
t 18 not enough for him to offer himſelf, unleſs 
be can ſay CHRIST is his Portion, or that he 
muh waits upon CRHRIS᷑ for the Revelation of 
bs Grace pnto his Soul, ſuch a Soul is 2 
in e . N | with 


ith Cutter, and ſuch ſhould-they be that g 
er themſelves Matth. XIII. 11, 14. If a Mar 
be not fonnd clothed with che. Wedding- Gag 
ment of. CRI 's Righteouſneſs, of Juſttfica; 
en, of Sanctification, then ſaith CR R181 
Fiend, Lou cameſt tho. in hither, nat having th 
e Were ang F . Tho' he fall not out with 

is Ser vants for bringing him in, yet he faith t 
bim, Friend 3 bow: cates i' thou in 2 _2dly, They 
willingly joyn and offer themſelves, firſt to tit 
Los p, and then to the Church. Firſt to the 
Loa p, 1; Ni. 6. they muſt joyn to the Lon p be- 
fore he brings them to his holy Mountain, and 
| this they ET. Hal. CX 2, 3. God's 
that \ gladly. teceiv'd the Word, were baptiz/d uni 
nabat tells the Ghurch haw: Paul had ſeen the 
Lonp by the way, and: then he is receiv'd 
after he is joyn'd te the Loxn, and then to 
the Church. 40: ii. 471, 47. tho they wert 
defore of the Church ot Ha, yet they were 
not receiv'd into the Chriſtian Church beiore 
they repented and made a Covenant with 
Gon, and receiyd the Seal of the Covenant, 
and then they were added to it; Atts ix. 26, 
27. tho' his Sins were pardon'd in his Baptiſm, 
vet when he cometh to Feraſa/em he aſſay d to 
Joyn, it Was his own voluntary Act; tho yen 
read, Math. xxii. 9. that OHATST _ „ Campa 
them. 10 coma in, that my Houſe may. he full, Lule 
xiv. 23. Tho there be a Compulion to be usd 
for the filling of Cu x 1sx's. Church, yet this i 
not the Compulſion of the Civil Sword; for it i 
the Compulſion of the Servants that are ſent to 
Call, and they are the Miniſters of CHRIST! 
And how muſt they compel? | By. convincing 
them of their Natural State, by driving then 
oup- of. eee go eee 

$550 e « HR1> 73 


re che Lew; pate 1 
MN 2 r r ae . ; 
Turetraſiigs "and by Promiſes, Gr 
. rate may compel Men to hear; bits 
nel chen ro" ine inte the Church, is net 
ompatidle te the Name of the Thürch !: For 
mut be ſuchi as Are calbd out of tie * | 
7 when they are call'd, they Will readil 
re it, and . a Sign that they are not calf d, 
hefr they have an Opportunity, they. de fie 
efire-it, Rom. 1. 15. Go p commande: "and res 
uires it of them, ahd will charge it upon 
hem for Sin if they de it not; but neither the 
hurch, nor Civil Magiſtrates may. N 
hem; for Gov: 's Nople ure a Mili ' People And 


ompelld to ſubject himſelf to any Government, 
hat he is not willing 0 ſubmir unto; ©» 

Now to the männer how. they muſt Rum 
; bree Things they uſedin'thePrimitive Church, 
ind long after. I. Qonfeffion' of their Sins, 
Marth. 19. 6. they were Members of the Churck 
ff Hrael before "ing et they were not ad- 
itted to Baptiſm, Und to be'his Diſciples, un- 
ks they COS their Sins; and their Subjecti- 
dn to take out ſueh Lefons as he ſhould Lach 
hem ; therefore they aid unto Him, Take iii. 
bo, 11, 2. What ſhall ade do? Atts xix. 18. they 
hat believed, confefs'd their Witchcraft and 
Thoredoms before they were reed into the 
elowſhip of the Church. 2. Profeſſion of 
heir Faith. The Eunuch 3 a Profelyte and 
Member of the Jeb Church, yet he muſt 
profeſs his Faith befbre he is baptiz d, and 
ts viii. 37, 38. and thus he was made fit for 
hureh-Feloveſhip. 3. By ks, hold of the 
-ovenant: What Covenant? Read Te, lvi. 6, 7. 
be requires that they'b&j 1 8000 the Lord and 
2005 5 and keep Sabbaths, and then 


take 


t is no more but Reaſon that no Man ſhould be . 


* 


Covenant: 


* till the 
It is Go p 


enter into Covenant with him. 


they ſhall then receive more Joy and Comfort 
than ever. Gop hath not promis'd any con 
tant ſupply of Comfort and Bleſſing from hi 

Ordinances, but to thoſe that not only joyn 

to the LoxD, but alſo lay hold of his Cove 
nant, that 1s, the Covenant he hath made with 
his Church. And thus you ſee the mean 
ing of the Phraſes in the New Teſtament, the) 
did joyn, and they were added to the Church; 
That is, the Gentiles, who were before joyn d tt 


the Church of Hyael, were joyn'd to the Chit 


ſtian Church by laying hold of this Covenant, 
_ Uſe x. This ſerveth to confirm and juſiily 
the Lawfulpeſs, and in Truth the Neceſhty d 
this Courſe that is taken in admitting you 
Church-Members: Look not at it as a Work 


of Supererogation, as a Thing uncomely i 


be done, or as devis'd by Men, but as an O' 
dinance of Gop for Preparation of Men fo! 
the Church, and Admiſſion of them into tit 
Churoh, that hath its Inſtitution from the Ho: 


LY GHrosT, What need we be admitted, wil 


you 


1 
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| —_ TP. as 
# # pay ch, 89 
on chen we are Members of a Church 
be Therefore conſider, Faul was a Mem- 
her of '# Church of CRRIsT, yo they were 
ufraid of him: A Man may nor thruft him- 
ſelf u apart u a Church Whether they 7 will or boy 
cons ey alſo may not receive ne fi un 
perſuade e kee that he is- a Diſci- 
wg a Lertner, a conſtant Hearer, and a Sub- 
mitter to the Diſcipline of the Church. Bar- 
baba, muſt make that plain to the Church that 
he is a Diſciple, and then they receive him 
into the Church: Thoſe that are received, 
muſt either be ſuch as approve themſelves by 
their Converſation, or by the Teſtimony of 
ſome whom the Church dare truſt; 'you al 
ſo compel none to be Members of the 
Church: Compel them by Conviction, by 
Strength of Argument, and Bonds” of Con- 
ſcience ; but icy wy freely offer and joyn 
themſelves when Wey have been calbd, and 
have obey d the Call: The Loxr: is the Head 
of the Church, ng to be joyn d 22 22 * 
or joyn d to che Members, 
Head, will not 8 a Man a kvin 3 
but he will be # dead Member, that will rather 
be a Burden than any Help to the Church. 
Jou ſee alſo evident Practices of Confeſſion and 
Profeſſion; where there is little Notice of any 
Man's: Sins, there is not that need of large 
Confeſſion, but notwithſtanding they muſt make 
Profeſlion of their Faith in CHRIS Tr. 
ſe 2. To direct ſuch as deſire Church-Fel- 
louthip, to teach you what Perſons you muſt 
ow up to be, ſuch as are call'd out of the 
orld; yu muß eonfeſs your Sins as you 
bare been known to live in, and profeſs your 
Faith, . hold of the Covenant, come not in 
in be cJothed with the Garment ef 
Cres Righreouſncls, to wait and truſt 


M upon 


: oF * 
explain 


and {; 
ranfack: you; 


e al | | * * 
5 Cy, 41 
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another, nor communicate any G06 t& him: 
ar fen we loye che Prethren „ "then are W. 
in Heart With them, and. deffre to do Good 
unto them, and to receive Good from chem. 
Add to- che Fruits thereof Brothetly Unity 
Eph. ir. 3. Endeavobring to keep the Unity of the $95 
* the Bond of Face. Pal. Exxxtii. I.' Beho 4 bon plea- 
a a Thing it is for Brethrin is dwell together in Unity. 
Col. iti. 15: Let the Peace 0 7 God rule in your Etarrs, 
jo the which jon are callid in one Body. Acts vil: 
26. Sire, qa are Brethren, why do you wrong ch 
another? fe is 'A gainſt the: Nature of Bretti 
for to harm Pa, another: And hits Cu TI 
beggeth of his Father for choſe that ſhould 
beheve' on his Name. Fohn xvii. 20, 21. that 
they may be one with the Father, and one 
with the Son, and one another: This is the 
main Petition in which he deſires the Fruit of 
his Suffering might break forth. There is no 
greater Teſtimony of CRHRIS T's coming to fave 
his People than this, that all the Churches of 
| Gop, and all Brethren are all of one Mind, 
of one Heart, and of one Judgment; this is 
that conbinces the World that 985 187 came 
in the Name of the Father, When Brethren 
dwell: together in Unity. The ſecond Fruit of 
Brotherly Love, is Brotherly Equality, and this 
Gop hath reſpect unto in all the Members of 
the CHurch; tho' there be a Difference in out- 
ward Reſpects, yet in the Church-Privileges; 
as they are all Brethren, they are all equal. 
Deut, Xvii. 19, 20. The King, the chief Go- 
vernor; NS. read in the Book of the Law all 
his Days, that ſo his Heari m may net be lifted"*up « "= 
bove his Bietbron, And for the Miniſters ot the 
—— ; Cubter te unte them, Be ze pot cal. 
led Rabbi, for one ur. Maſter; even Chriſt "Lot 
are off Brethren : 1 nd thefefore bei ing 
fe en „hey muſt not take 1 MARE A this 
: rity 
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rity one over another, And 


Fellowſhip, which, is allo the Fruit of both 


one accord in the Temple, and breaking. Bread * 


TE 


—_ RS Rh 
- e — Ä GW 


rence of Weakneſs, but ſo far as we are come 


ſame 


% 6 | 
: . 
in d 
1 


ver And the Apoſtle hath 

eat Regard ro 'this,, that there might be a 
Equalicy, ſo. that the whole. Burden, may: ng 
ie upon ſome, while others go eas d: And 
chis is the Equality that Gan requires, of the 
Members of the Church. The third Fruit d 
Brothecly Love, is Brotherly Communion or 


* 


the other Fruits of .Brorherly Unity, and Bro- 
therly Equality. Ads ii. 42. They... continued ſted- 


faſtly in the Apoſtles Dottrine and Fellowſhip, and in 
Prajers.: And per. 46. They continued daily with 


Houſe to Houſe ; and they had conſtantly Fel 
ſhip together; and this alſo Gop requireth of 
Brethren that are knit in Covenant together 
in Church - Fellow hi7. il. 
Members are to hold one with another? 


LAS 


„ In ˖— . ( I , 
 Anſw, To be perfectly joyn'd together in 
one Mind, and one Judgment, and one Speech, 


in one Truth; and where we cannot be of 
one Judgment, till to be of one Heart; 
not provoking or envying one another, but 
korgwing and ferbearing ane another; not 
de Walk by the ſame Rule, agd teach and learn 
one of another the Way of Gon more perfectly, 
till we, are grown ip in the Unity of - the Faith, unto 4 
pere, Man, in Gurus IEsU A, Hip, 221 
muſt be perfectly joyn d together in one Mind, 
one Judgment, one Speech, in one Truth; 
1 a WOE e would have them to be of the 

xe Mind, and ſame Judgment, and that not 


8 


in a common: Error, but in one Truth: Y 


.* LY 


Bent of, their finds, chat they 


Corruption of Nature; if it be Truth in me 
then why: ſhould not the fee it as well as 1? 


ferently, and. ſpeak differently, yet that they be 


_ to envy, and this wil maintain Brotherly Love 


ſhould ſpeak any further, it would break Lovs, 


9 OG *. Oriley bai 


0 mav he wille, 
to ſee the Truth, and yield-to the- N. 
to be of one Judgment; me iv. J. There is 
Spirit in- Man chat luſfeth after Errors, they 
is a Spirit that luſteth to bebof a dontrary Mine 
to another Man's Mind therefore, ſaith the 
Apoftle, Be pe renewed in the Spirit of your Midi 


Þ 


This is a Ground of much Affliction to any 
humble Soul when he is ford: to be of a con: 
trary Mind /r Judgment. It calls to Mind the 


And it isa great Temptation; for it makes 3 
Man to call into queſtion his own Judgment 
and the Truth. But ſuppoſe we cannot he 6 
one Judgment, nor of one Speech (for a Ma 
mult {peak as he judgeth, if he muſt judge, h; 
muſt not prevaricate) yet ſtill we muſt be ot one 
Heart, we muſt be of a Bent to draw as cloſe 
one to another. as may be, and to drive it as 
far as Truth will bear, il. ir. 1. He deſires 
they may be of one Mind, tho' they judge dif: 


— — — 
A I 


willing to cloſe. one with another: They did 
not affect to be of one Mind and Heart, and 
therefore he beſeeches the Paſtor to help them 
an end that they might mind one Thing in 
the. Lox p, mind Unity: when it may be at- 
tain' de Bur: to help forward this Brother) 
Love, the Apoſtle exhorts them not to provobe 
one another, not to envy hue ahgcher 0 v. 26 
Eet there be no Wrath to provoke; no Pride 


— — — — = 3 
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But becquſe Provocation will ariſe: from -thoſe 
that have attain d leaſt Degrees of Grace; there-u 
ore w ſhould forbear and forgive one an- 
ther, Mb iv. z. If a Mart ſeeth that if hey 


chen he:darbearcth to peak dis Judgment f. 


N 
. © | 
* +4 


M 


kfres it. Again, there is another Rule, Not 
o judge or defpife one another in Differences 
f. Weakneſs, Rom. xiv." 3. He doth not re- 
ire, that they ſnould be one of Judgment; but 
here as they ſhould not expreſs: their judg⸗ 
nent unleſs they ſee it will hinder Edificati- 
n, Rom xiv. 22. But the Rule is, Let him not 
age if the Differences be not fundamental; 
not bim that eatetb, 8&c. So great is the 
Moderation of the Apoſtle, he doth not bind 
hem to be of one Judgment and Speech in 
uch Things; and therefore to bind all Men 
obe of their own? Judgment and Practice, 
be the Things never ſo Circumſtantial, is a- 
rainſt the Nature of, Brotherly Love, and not 
to be of an Apoſtolical Spirit. So far as we 
are come to wall y the ſame Rule, Phil. iii. 
5, 16. he would have their Mind one, and 
their Rule one, and that will much help them 
0 Unity. And What is that Rule ? Gal. vi. 16. 
t is in both Places the Rule of a New Crea- 
ue, that ſaith, Neither Circumciſion ravaileth) any 
bing, nor Uncircumciſion, but Faith which works 
Love: And the Meaning is, He looks at all 
bings as empty of: true ſpiritual Comfort, 
ut Faith in CK AIST; and then: all Rents 
out Circumciſion and Uncircumciſion, will 
1 due Time fall to nothing. Stick to this 
ue,” count CHRIS T All in All, that his Name 
uicht de magnify' d, his Grace ſanctify'd, and 
men they that plead for Ceremonies will quick- 
come to be of one Heart, altho?- not of one 
aagment? What maketh a 1 
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this 4s another Nee e  miinrain. 
both minded © 
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er Will not reach only to Difference « 
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Reorher, "and will. be a Stumbling-block un 
Whatſbever. is offenſive in Ju 
Rice. hould- be remov'd, and therefore v 


2 cover to be of one Jud 
nor, we | 


= enxrying or def} 


at, ch cini in their ifying ſhould-loc 


Cnr oh Ted 977 RG to = ther 7 
weler Mind (to 
' anather the Way of G ore OT 


0D. more Vai y 


Mind, Ant wii. 26. Aale and male thi 


A185 7, — 2 maketh i r 
willing zo: learn, and them willing to tea 
him ; -.'Tho' be was: a Learned Man in 
eo, they took him unto them — 
bim do be of another Mind; but t 
expounded the. Way of Gop, more Fully um 

3 oe not Fours of Sufpicibn c 


n 
„ 


© but joey Airy, Ni that hath hed 


hut to different; Practice alſo. If 
any Thing will grieve or offend nj 


dim it is 


good net to do it, Row. xiv. 1 
dgment or Pra 


at; i we can 
may forbear the Practice of man 
Things chat may be her if there mu 
ds be a Difference, yer ſer there be 0 
Ieart, endeavouring to be of one Mind, t 
iſing one anothe! 
to grow: up to the State of - Perfecuot 
chat wort calleth- us unto, Bb. iv. EEE 7 


come ir the pug, 7 the e . . 


t ln 10 
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at, until we come to that Unity, we are nt 


5 when we are, then we are on 


a £m: Sam. ue. oo WW .cy mince Pod die ts r Of oniieo ma Sc co. wei. a oo 
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eee ec, » 
to the full Mestre of rhe Stature of CHRIST: 
Do but follow Faith and Love, and the 

when we come to believe, mind and practice 
one Thing, then are we perfect. It argues that 
Brethren ſhould have a Care one of another's 
Faith, Love, and Knowledge, that we ma 

be all fit to be prefented unto CHRIST. Numb. 
xi.29, I would thas all Go p's People could Pro- 
pheſy.. If we deſire to help one another in the 
Ways of Grace, it is an evident Sign of the 
Work of Grace in our own Hearts: And till a 

Man come to this, his Work is not done. 


Queſt. Whevein ftandeth the . Brotherly f Eq alley 
which we are to hold one with another 2. oo 


* * 


z 


 Auſw. In ſubmitting ourſelves alike to all 
Gop's' Ordinances, in enjoying alike all Chri- 
ſtan Liberties, in preferring others before our 
ſelves, in ſeeking one another's Welfare, and 
leeling their Eftates as our own, in bearing the 
Burdens one of another's Eſtates, and impoſing 
no Burdens but in equal Proportion. The Sum 
is, That Brotherly Equality ſtandeth in equal 
Submiſſion to all *Goy's ü in equal 
Fruition of all Chriſtian Liberties, in giving e- 
qual Honour to all alike, to feel one another's 
Eſtates as our own, and to bear an equal Pro- 
portion of Burdens. Firſt for Equality, in equal 
dubmiſſion to all Goy's Ordinances, and equal 
Fruition of all Chriſtian Liberty. Gal. iii. 28. 
Thire is nitther Few vor Greek, Bond vor Free, 
there is neither Male nor Female; for they are all 
we in Cursy: Jesuvs. There is no Difference 
between Nations, nor between Maſters and 
derrants „ nor between Male or Female in 
Chriſtian Liberties ; one hath as much Right 
© Cuntsr, and the Means of enjoying CHRIST 
as the other, to the ſame Covenant , to rhe 
| WM {ame 
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: ame Seals of the Covenant, to the ſame Ad 
monitions and Exhortations; what is admin 
ſtred to one is free to another without reſped 
of Perſons; Theſe: Words the ' Apoſtle ufeth 
alſo in another Place, to ſhew Port Mo 
Duty in Suhmiſſion to Go p's Ordinances. Col. il. 
10, 11, 12, He exhorteth them all to put on the 
- New. Man, and to put off Anger, Wrath, Malie, 
Blaſpbemy, &c. and to put on Bowels of Mercitz, 
and Kz neſs, and humbleneſs - of- Mind 3 &c. he call- 
eth upon them all' as one, all the Faithful a-i 
like every one to be cloathed with theſe Du- 
ties, and to put off theſe Sins; for in Cugier 
Ixsuvs there is neitber Jeu nor Greek, Circm- 
Sion nor Uncircumciſion, &Cc. What Duty one 
Chriſtian owes, that another owes ; what Grace 
- _ ene ſhould put on, that ſhould another put on; 
And this Equality is a ſpiritual Equality. Dew 
XVII. 19, 20. there it is ſaid, that the King 
ſhould read the Book of the Law all the Days 

of his Life, bat his Heart be not lifted up about 

is Bretbren, tho” he be King, Solomon in all his 
Royalty muſt not be exalted above his Brethren; 
every. Commandment of Gp is alike given 

to the King as to the meaneſt Man, It 
ſaid of Kings, that they did Evil in the Sigbt f 
tbe Lord; 1 and Commandments be- 
long alike to them; and the Conſideration that 
Go putteth no Difference between Kings and 
Peaſants, will make him not to count his Sub- 
jects Uke Dogs, but the ſame Inheritance is tor 
them, the ſame Church-Privileges, they are al 
one in Prixilege, all one ig Dus, and thi 
they are and ſhould be. Ezek; xlvi- 10. Aud tl 
. Prince in the midſt of tbem when they go in, ſual g. 
in, and when they go forth, ſhall go forth: The) 
muſt not ſtay for him, neither mult he he gol 
before them, but upon neceſſary Ogcaſions, 45 
e other Member: of rhe Chyrpbmay 5-16 
24 232 "Sx 0 1 of tis 2 "+ i Shs, ; | 
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ſelves; to.-Brotherly Equality in the Houſe of 
Gor, - with alike Reverence and Subjection, 
and alike to Claim all the Privileges. of God's - 
Houſe : This is true ſpiritual Equality. Not 
but that they may ſit in a more eminent Place 
in the Houſe of Go p, that are of greater Au- 
thority in the Common-wealth. Joaſb by the 
Pillar, 2 Chron. xxiji. 13. which was the Place 
for the King to ſit in. It may be lawful in 
Peference in that kind; not that Men ſhoyld 
de ambitious of the higheſt Places: for it is 
ſpoken of the Phariſees, Matth. xxiti. 6. and 
that with Diſlike, that they affected the chief- 
eſt Seats in the Synagogues; yet a Confuſion 
of Civil Deference is not coniely, There are 
no other Meeting, but in ſpiritual Duties and 
Privileges they are. all alike, there is Equality, 
they may not ſtay for him, nor he go our 
before them, but tney ſhould come in and de- 
part together. e i Oi 
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